New  York's  highest  court  refuses  to  expand  the 
definition  of  family  ’  and  rules  that  parenting 
rights  are  based  solely  on  biology 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

ALBANY,  N.Y. — A  serious  blow  was 
dealt  to  lesbian  and  gay  rights  recently  when 
the  state’s  highest  court  denied  a  lesbian  non- 
biological  parent  the  right  to  visit  the  child 
she  had  helped  raise.  In  a  May  2  ruling  that 
will  have  far-reaching  effects,  the  Court  of 
Appeals  decided  that  parenting  rights  are 
based  purely  upon  biological  relations,  and 
that  a  person’s  emotional  connections  to  a 
child  could  not  be  taken  into  account  when 
defining  family  relationships. 

In  the  decision,  the  court  established  an 
extremely  narrow  definition  of  what 
constitutes  a  family.  For  lesbian  and  gay  legal 
activists  who  had  sought  to  legitimate  same- 
sex  couples  through  the  judicial  system,  this 
ruling  signifies  a  serious  setback  for  non- 
traditonal  family  rights. 

“The  court  focused  purely  on  the  definition 
of  family;  it  did  not  even  take  the  child’s  best 
interests  into  account,”  said  Paula  Euelbrick, 
legal  director  for  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund,  who  represented  the 
woman  seeking  visitation  rights.  “The 
majority  decision  was  a  1950s  approach  to 
family,  without  any  context  for  the  1990s 
reality  of  how  people  live  their  lives,”  she 
told  GCN. 

‘She  is  not  a  parent’ 

The  case,  Alison  D.  v.  Virginia  M., 
involved  two  lesbian  partners  who  had  co- 
parented  a  child  together.  After  Virginia  M. 
was  artificially  inseminated  and  gave  birth  to 
a  baby  boy,  the  women  jointly  cared  for  and 
raised  the  child.  When  their  relationship 
ended  two  and  a  half  years  later,  Alison  D. 
continued  to  support  the  child  financially,  and 
visited  him  a  few  times  a  week.  This 
arrangement  continued  for  four  years,  until 
Virginia  M.  decided  to  terminate  Alison  D.’s 
contacts  with  the  child. 

In  its  decision,  the  court  said  that  it  did  not 
question  Alison  D.’s  parenting  capabilities.  In 
fact,  the  court  noted  that  Alison  D.  “nurtured 
a  close  and  loving  relationship  with  the 
child,”  and  that  her  petition  for  visitation 
rights  stemmed  from  “her  understandable 
concern  for  and  interest  in  the  child." 

Despite  this  acknowledgment,  the  court 
refused  to  recognize  the  validity  of  Alison 
D.’s  parenting  rights.  In  a  6-1  decision,  the 
judges  found  that  she  has  no  right  to  seek 
visitation  because  “she  is  not  a  ‘parent’” 
within  state  law.  Rejecting  Alison  D.’s 
petition  that  the  state  expand  its  definition  of 
“parent,”  the  court  said,  “Traditionally,  in 
[New  York  state],  it  is  the  child’s  mother  and 
father  who,  assuming  fitness,  have  the  right 


to  care  and  custody  of  their  child.. .We  decline 
to  read  the  term  parent  to  include  categories 
of  nonparents  who  have  developed  a 
relationship  with  a  child.” 

An  unexpected  ruling 

The  ruling  surprised  many  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  advocates  who  had  expected  the  court 
to  follow  a  precedent  it  established  in  a  1989 
case,  Braschi  v.  Stahl  Associates. 

In  that  landmark  decision,  the  court  ruled 
that  two  gay  men  who  had  lived  together  for 
10  years  could  be  considered  a  family  under 
New  York  City’s  rent  control  regulations. 
The  same  court  that  rejected  Alison  D.’s 
petition  had  earlier  stated  in  Braschi  that 
protection  against  eviction  “should  not  rest 
on  fictitious  legal  distinctions  or  genetic 
history,  but  instead  should  find  its  foundation 
in  the  reality  of  family  life.” 

William  Rubenstein,  director  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Project  of  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU), 
said  that  the  Alison  D.  decision  deviates  from 
Braschi  and  establishes  a  “terrible  new” 
judicial  precedent.  “In  comparison  to  the 
Braschi  decision,  this  ruling  shows  that  it  is 
easier  for  the  court  to  accept  giving  limited 
property  rights  than  to  accept  recognizing  the 
reality  of  our  family  relationships,” 
Rubenstein  told  GCN.  “It  is  clear  that  the 
court  did  not  understand  or  appreciate  the 
crucial  issue  they  were  faced  with,”  he  added. 

Alison  D.’s  lawyer,  Ettelbrick,  said  that  she 
believes  that  sexism  also  played  a  role  in  the 
decision.  “I  think  [the  ruling]  indicates  that 
these  judges  are  deeply  threatened  by  the  idea 
that  lesbians  have  children  without  men,”  she 
said.  Ettelbrick  noted  that  women  judges 
issued  the  lone  dissenting  opinions  in  both 
the  lower  appellate  court’s  and  the  appeals 
court’s  decisions. 

“Sexism  certainly  was  a  factor  in  the 
decision,”  echoed  Rubenstein.  “The  best 
evidence  of  this  is  that  all  the  women  who 
heard  the  case,  at  all  the  court  levels,  were  on 
the  side  of  Alison,  and  all  the  men  who  heard 
it  ruled  against  her,"  he  said.  “You’ve  got  to 
look  at  that  and  wonder." 

Dissenting  opinion 

The  high  court’s  sole  dissenting  opinion, 
written  by  Judge  Judith  Kaye,  touches  on 
many  of  the  issues  that  lesbian  and  gay  legal 
activists  felt  were  disregarded  in  the  majority 
ruling.  Citing  estimates  that  as  many  as  eight 
to  10  million  children  in  this  country  are  bom 
into  families  with  a  lesbian  or  gay  parent, 
Kaye  denounced  the  narrow  interpretation  of 
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Groundbreaking  PWA 
housing  plan  unveiled 


AIDS  activists  and  advocates  praise  Bostons  unprecedented 
citywide  initiative,  but  express  concern  about  funding 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

BOSTON — Challenging  the  federal 
government’s  inadequate  response  to  the 
housing  needs  of  PWAs,  Boston  Mayor  Ray 
Flynn  announced  May  8  that  the  city  plans  to 
develop  501  housing  units  specifically  for 
people  with  AIDS  or  HIV-related  illnesses. 
This  is  the  largest  number  of  housing  units 
that  any  city  in  the  nation  has  committed  to 
building,  and  it  is  exactly  one  more  than  the 
federal  government  plans  to  develop  across 
the  country. 

As  part  of  a  plan  to  better  meet  the  needs 
of  PWAs,  Flynn  also  announced  that  he 
would  appoint  a  person  with  HIV  or  AIDS  as 
a  full-time  AIDS  advisor  to  his  office.  This 
administrative  position  has  been  vacant  since 
last  summer,  and  local  AIDS  advocacy 
groups  have  expressed  concern  that  the 
mayor  is  lacking  an  essential  source  for 
AIDS  information. 

Response  to  Flynn’s  announcements  was 
positive  as  many  activists  applauded  his 
interest  in  establishing  Boston  as  a  leader  in 
PWA  housing  issues.  “Five  hundred  and  one 
units  squarely  challenges  the  callous  state  and 
federal  responses  to  the  AIDS  housing 
situation,”  said  Peter  Medoff  of  ACT 
UP/Boston.  “It  is  exciting  that  while  we  are 
fighting  for  AIDS  housing  at  the  state  and 
federal  level,  we  can  take  steps  at  the  local 
level  to  show  what  needs  to  be  done,”  he 
added. 

“This  [initiative]  will  force  the  hand  of  the 
federal  government  to  take  more 
responsibility,”  echoed  Sidney  Borum, 
deputy  executive  director  of  the  Boston 
Living  Center,  a  support  organization  for 
people  with  HIV  and  AIDS.  “It  will  show  the 
federal  government  that  this  city  will  not 
tolerate  waiting  any  longer  to  help  people 
with  AIDS,”  he  told  GCN. 

Task  force  recommendations 

Flynn’s  housing  initiative  was  formulated 
by  an  AIDS  housing  task  force 
commissioned  in  January.  Compring 
representatives  from  numerous  local  AIDS 


advocacy  groups,  the  task  force  devised 
strategies  by  which  the  city  could  combine 
public  and  private  interests  to  develop  more 
housing  units.  Participants  on  the  panel 
included  co-chairs  Borum  and  Ann  Maguire, 
the  executive  director  of  the  Boston 
Emergency  Shelter  Commission,  Medoff, 
Robert  Greenwald  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  Holly  Ladd  of  the  Boston  AIDS 
Consortium  and  Wayne  Wright  of  the  Multi¬ 
cultural  AIDS  Coalition. 

Task  force  recommendations  approved  by 
Flynn  signify  important  steps  in  helping  to 
ease  the  city’s  PWA  housing  problems. 
According  to  ACT  UP’s  Medoff,  there  are 
approximately  5000  homeless  people  with 
HIV  in  the  city.  The  state’s  Department  of 
Public  Health  estimates  that  more  than  1000 
PWAs  currently  need  assistance  in  securing 
and  maintaining  independent  affordable 
housing. 

The  proposed  city  initiative  will  develop 
housing  units  of  all  different  categories. 
PWAs  will  have  access  to  a  variety  of  living 
arrangements  that  suit  their  medical  and 
personal  needs,  including  long-term 
independent  housing  with  rent  subsidy  and 
congregate  housing  with  support  staff. 

According  to  Flynn’s  plan,  PWAs  will 
receive  priority  status  when  applying  for 
public  and  private  housing.  The  city  will  also 
work  with  AIDS  service  providers  and  public 
and  private  housing  development  contractors 
to  devise  ways  to  develop  city-owned 
property  to  meet  the  needs  of  PWAs. 

‘A  leadership  position’ 

AIDS  advocates  hope  that  Boston’s  PWA 
housing  plan  will  become  a  national  model. 
“This  particular  initiative,  if  it  works,  will 
place  Boston  in  a  leadership  position,”  said 
ACT  UP’s  Medoff.  He  told  GCN  that  in 
relation  to  Boston’s  size,  the  number  of 
planned  units  is  “extraordinary.”  He  also  said 
that  the  plan  is  exceptional  because  it 
integrates  all  different  housing  and 
development  departments  throughout  the 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“There’s  k.d.  lang,  who’s  gorgeous,  by  the 
way.  She  looks  like  Sean  [Penn],  I  met  her, 
and  I  thought,  ‘Oh  my  God,  she’s  the  female 
version  of  Sean.  I  could  fall  in  love  with 
her.”’ 

— Madonna,  in  an  interview  in  the 
Advocate.  The  pop  icon  was  responding  to  a 
question  about  stars  whom  lesbians  adore. 

ACT  UP  plans  National 
AIDS  Lobby  Days 

WASHINGTON — The  capital  city’s  ACT 
UP  chapter  has  designated  May  24-June  3  as 
National  AIDS  Lobby  Days.  Organizers  say 
that  this  is  the  first  nationally  coordinated 
grassroots  effort  to  press  U.S.  senators  and 
representatives  to  increase  federal  AIDS 
funding. 

Members  of  Congress  will  be  asked  to 
meet  with  constituents  affected  by  AIDS  in 
their  home  districts  during  their  Memorial 
Day  recess.  These  citizen  lobbyists  will 
include  people  with  AIDS,  HIV-postive 
persons,  families,  friends,  local  AIDS 
community  service  groups,  lesbian  and  gay 
activists,  scientists  and  health  professionals. 

“Central  to  National  AIDS  Lobby  Days,” 
said  Robert  Wamock  of  ACT  UP/DC,  “is  the 
idea  that  constituent  lobby  visits,  by 
localizing  and  personalizing  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  can  lend  a  sense  of  humanity  and 
immediacy  to  numbers  that  become  ever 
more  numbing  as  they  mount.” 

While  grassroots  lobbyists  will  argue  for 
increased  funding  in  AIDS  prevention,  care 
and  research  programs,  as  well  as 
replenishment  of  the  Comprehensive  AIDS 
Resources  Emergency  Act  [the  Ryan  White 
CARE  bill],  an  overall  goal  of  the  effort  is  to 
“lend  a  local  face  to  national  statistics.” 

“Professional  lobbyists  have  told  us,  again 
and  again,  that  legislators  listen  only  when 
they  think  an  issue  affects  their  own 
constituency,”  Wamock  added.  “It  is  critical 
that  we  bring  a  message  home  to  them  in  the 
districts  they  represent — a  message  that 
AIDS  is  already  at  hand,  not  just  in  cities, 
but  in  rural  America,  that  AIDS,  is 
everyone’s  concern,”  he  said. 

Constituent  lobbyists  are  also  encouraged 
to  press  legislator^  for  the  creation  and 
appointment  of  a  federal  “AIDS  czar,”  who 
would  coordinate  efforts  to  combat  the  AIDS 
epidemic  and  ensure  that  resources  are  used 
to  their  best  advantage. 

ACT  UP  is  organizing  and  promoting 
National  AIDS  Lobby  Days  in  conjunction 
with  the  several  other  groups,  including  the 
AIDS  Action  Council,  the  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis,  and  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund. 

Those  interested  in  participating  in 
National  AIDS  Lobby  Days  can  contact  the 
project  office  in  Washington  for  information 
and  a  lobby  packet.  Call  (202)  328-8253  or 
(202)  543-1070. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

' 

Medical  group  backs 
HIY  testing  of  patients 

ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.J.— The  Medical 
Society  of  New  Jersey  voted  April  30  to  urge 
hospitals  to  administer  HIV  tests  to  all 
patients.  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Riggs,  president  of 
the  200-member  society,  told  the  New  York 
Times  that  the  society  may  also  press  the 
New  Jersey  legislature  to  make  mandatory 
HIV  testing  a  law.  AIDS  activists  opposed 
the  resolution,  calling  it  unreliable, 
discriminatory  and  dangerous. 

“Doctors  will  be  endangered  if  they  rely 
on  an  HIV  test  that  can  provide  a  false 
negative  for  up  to  six  months  after  infection 
with  HIV,”  said  David  Haskell,  executive 
director  of  New  York’s  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  (GMHC).  “The  public  health  care 
system  will  be  endangered  if  hospitals  are 
forced  to  waste  precious  resources  testing  for 
HIV  instead  of  protecting  providers  and 
patients  against  the  full  spectrum  of  diseases 
and  daneers,"  he  added. 

One  week  before  the  society’s  vote,  a  New 
Jersey  Superior  Court  judge  ruled  that 
patients  should  be  informed  if  their  doctors 
are  HIV  positive.  Members  of  the  health  care 
community  argued  against  the  ruling, 
suggesting  that  the  patients  should  be  tested 
to  protect  doctors  and  other  patients.  Many 
view  the  vote  as  a  direct  reaction  to  the 
judge’s  decision. 

Riggs  told  the  Times  that  the  medical 
society’s  resolution  is  a  response  to  reports 
that  New  Jersey  is  one  of  the  states  hardest 
hit  by  HIV  infection.  Last  year,  a  survey  of 
26  U.S.  hospitals  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  found  that  two  Newark 
hospitals  had  the  highest  rate  of  HIV- 
infection  among  patient. 

Richard  H.  McShane,  a  doctor  who  voted 


for  the  resolution  said,  “As  surgeons,  most  of 
us  wind  up  sticking  ourselves  with  needles 
from  time  to  time.”  He  dismissed  universal 
precautions  recommended  by  the  CDC  as 
impractical.  “It  is  necessary  to  find  out 
where  the  disease  is  in  the  hospital,  so 
hospital  personnel  can  protect  other  patients 
and  themselves,”  he  added. 

Many  activists  fear  that  adopting  the 
resolution  will  result  in  the  segregation  of 
HIV-positive  patients,  leading  to 
discrimination  and  inferior  health  care. 

The  resolution  also  brings  up  issues  of  a 
patient’s  confidentiality  and  right  to  choose 
testing.  Riggs  claimed  the  results  of  the 
proposed  HIV  tests  would  be  treated  “with 
the  uptmost  confidentiality,"  although  they 
would  be  made  available  to  all  hospital  staff. 

Currently  New  Jersey  hospitals  must 
obtain  specific,  written  permission  to 
perform  HIV  testing  on  a  patient.  If  the 
resolution  is  adopted,  blanket  consent  forms 
signed  upon  hospital  admittance  would 
include  such  permission. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Gay  rights  victories 

BOSTON — In  two  victories  for  gay  rights 
here,  a  car  dealer  and  a  college  fraternity 
have  agreed  to  offer  compensation  to  a  gay 
man  and  two  lesbians  for  anti-gay 
discrimination.  The  defendants  in  the  cases 
were  represented  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD),  a  public 
interest  law  firm,  and  both  settlements  mark 
significant  legal  successes  in  challenging 
sexual-orientation  discrimination. 

In  one  suit,  Ralph  Feinberg,  owner  of  the 
Lynnway  Auto  Exchange  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
agreed  April  25  to  pay  $2500  to  two  women 
who  filed  a  sexual-orientation  and  sex- 
discrimination  complaint  against  him.  The 
two  defendants,  Katherine  Duquette  and 
Laurel  Sport,  filed  suit  after  Feinberg 
became  abusive  to  them  when  their  car  deal 
fell  through.  The  women  say  that  Feinberg 
called  them  “ungrateful  bitches,”  and 
“whores,  lezzies  and  fucking  queers,”  and 
that  he  struck  Sport  in  the  face  with  a  car 
antenna  and  pushed  Duquette  out  of  the 
office. 

In  an  out-of-court  settlement,  Feinberg 
agreed  to  pay  the  defendants  $2000  and 
donate  $500  to  the  American  Foundation  for 
AIDS  Research.  The  total  award  of  $2500  is 
the  maximum  amount  Feinberg  could  have 
been  fined  for  public-accommodations 
discrimination  under  state  law.  Sexual- 
orientation  discrimination  in  public 
accomodations  was  made  illegal  under  the 
state’s  1989  gay  rights  law. 

In  the  second  GLAD  case,  a  gay  man  filed 
a  housing-discrimination  complaint  against 
the  Tufts  University  chapter  of  Delta  Tau 
Delta  (DTD)  fraternity.  The  defendant,  Otis 
Damslet,  said  that  after  he  came  out  to  a 
fellow  fraternity  member,  news  of  his  sexual 
orientation  spread  quickly.  The  result,  he 
says,  was  a  two-year  long  campaign  of  anti¬ 
gay  harassment  that  finally  made  living  in 
the  fraternity  house  unbearable. 

In  a  May  1  out-of-court  settlement,  DTD 
agreed  to  a  number  of  conditions  that  include 
apologizing  to  Damslet  in  writing, 
establishing  an  effective  fraternity  social 
awareness  committee  and  instituting  a 
formal  grievance  procedure  for  resolving 
harassment  and  discrimination  complaints. 

“This  case  illustrates  how  the  arguably 
legitimate  notion  of  brotherhood  promoted 
by  fraternities  degenerates  into  ritualized 
sexism  and  homophobia  in  practice,”  said 
Mary  Bonauto,  the  GLAD  staff  attorney 
representing  Damslet  in  the  complaint. 

Bonauto  pointed  out  that  Damslet’s  case 
was  filed  under  a  local  housing  ordinance 
that  is  similar  to  other  municipal  laws  around 
the  country.  “There  is  no  reason  why 
someone  in  Austin,  Texas,  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania  or  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  name 
just  a  few,  could  not  use  the  same  approach 
in  combatting  discrimination  and  harassment 
at  a  fraternity,”  she  said. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Gay/lesbian  Jews  to 
meet  in  San  Francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Sha’ar  Zahav,  a 
Jewish  congregation  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men  here,  will  host  the  Twelfth  Annual 
International  Conference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Jews,  May  24-27. 

“It  will  be  four  days  of  gay  and  lesbian 
Jews  and  their  supporters  learning  from  each 
other,"  said  Barrett  Brick,  one  of  the 
conference  organizers.  “The  theme  this  year 
is  ‘Creating  Our  World,”’  Brick  told  GCN. 
“We  will  look  at  how  we  create  communities 
for  ourselves,  and  explore  how  we  maintain 
supportive  Jewish  and  gay/lesbian 
communities." 


Paulette  Goodman,  national  president  of 
Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(P-FLAG),  will  deliver  the  conference’s 
keynote  address.  Goodman,  whose  daughter 
is  a  lesbian,  witnessed  Nazi  atrocities  while 
growing  up  in  France  as  a  member  of  the 
Jewish  community. 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  World 
Congress  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish 
Organizations,  an  umbrella  group  of  three 
dozen  lesbian  and  gay  Jewish  groups 
worldwide. 

Registration  is  US  $160  for  participants 
from  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  US 
$135  for  participants  from  other  countries. 
Those  interested  in  the  conference  should 
contact  Congregation  Sha’ar  Zahav,  220 
Danvers  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114,  or 
call  (415)  861-6932. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

NEA  director  defends 
gay  art 

WASHINGTON — After  repeatedly 
coming  under  fire  for  failing  to  safeguard 
artistic  freedom,  the  chair  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA),  John 
Frohnmayer,  has  written  a  strongly  worded 
statement  condemning  attempts  by 
fundamentalists  to  censure  federal  funding  of 
gay  and  lesbian  art. 

In  his  letter  to  Congress,  Frohnmayer 
sharply  denounced  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon’s 
efforts  to  discredit  the  $12,000  1991  NEA 
grant  awarded  to  the  producers  of  the  San 
Francisco  International  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Film  Festival.  Wildmon  is  president  of 
the  American  Family  Association,  a  right- 
wing  religious  organization  that  frequently 
protests  gay  and  lesbian  visibility  in  the 
media  and  the  arts. 

According  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter ,  a 
San  Francisco  gay  newspaper,  Wildmon 
complained  about  the  film  festival’s  grant  in 
an  April  17  letter  to  Rep.  Charles  Wilson  (D- 
Texas).  Noting  that  the  NEA  recently  came 
under  Congressional  scrutiny  for  funding 
controversial  art,  Wildmon  wrote: 
“Supporting  with  tax  dollars  homosexual 
films  indicates  this  agency  has  no  intention 
of  stopping  the  misuse  and  abuse  of  tax 
dollars.” 

Wildmon  had  also  written  letters  to 
Congress  condemning  the  NEA’s  funding  of 
Todd  Haynes’  new  film,  Poison.  Although 
he  had  not  seen  the  movie,  Wildmon 
strongly  objected  to  Haynes’  portrayal  of  gay 
sex  in  prison. 

Rejecting  Wildmon’s  accusations, 
Frohnmayer  wrote  to  Rep.  Wilson  that,  “Mr. 
Wildmon’s  complaint,  stripped  of  rhetoric, 
seems  to  be  that  he  doesn’t  believe  federal 
funds  should  go  to  homosexuals.”  Such  a 
discriminatory  proposition  is  insupportable, 
said  Frohnmayer,  because  “the  endowment 
does  not  blacklist  nor  does  it  refuse  grants  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation.” 

Frohnmayer  further  pointed  out  that 
Wildmon's  “complaint  seems  to  urge 
adherence  only  to  his  ‘values,’  excluding  the 
diversity  which  has  always  been  protected  in 
America  and  indeed  has  and  will  continue  to 
be  one  of  our  country’s  greatest  strengths.” 

Frohnmayer ’s  support  of  both  the  Poison 
grant  and  the  film  festival  comes  as 
encouraging  news  to  some  of  his  critics. 
Frohnmayer  has  repeatedly  come  under 
attack  for  being  overly  conciliatory  to  the 
right  wing  at  the  expense  of  controversial 
artists’  freedom  of  expression. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Fighting  breast  cancer 

BOSTON — Approximately  175,000 
women  in  the  United  States  will  be 
diagnosed  with  breast  cancer  this  year. 
Statistics  also  show  that  breast  cancer  among 
women  has  signifigantly  increased  in  the  last 
thirty  years.  In  1960,  doctors  estimated  that 
one  in  20  women  would  be  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer  in  her  lifetime;  current  figures 
show  that  one  in  nine  women  will  develop 
breast  cancer. 

In  an  effort  to  battle  these  rising  statistics 
and  to  demand  more  federal  funds  for  cancer 
research,  women’s  health  advocates  are 
organizing  walks,  marches  and 
demonstrations  around  the  country  on  May 
12,  Mother’s  Day.  The  actions  are  intended 
to  draw  attention  to  the  prevalence  of 
women’s  breast  cancer  in  this  country,  and  to 
demand  greater  government  responsiveness 
to  the  epidemic. 

Locally,  the  Women’s  Community  Cancer 
Project  has  organized  a  Mother’s  Day  rally 
to  take  place  at  noon  on  the  Boston 
Common,  at  the  comer  of  Park  and  Tremont 
Streets.  Demonstrators  will  call  for  more 
medical  research,  greater  diagnostic  services 
and  new  treatment  options  for  women  with 
cancer.  For  more  information  call  (617)  354- 
9888. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 


To  find  out  what  exciting 
volunteer  opportunities  await 
you.  Call  your  favorite  weekly. 

(617)  426-4469 
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Mass.  AIDS  agencies  decry 
possible  budget  cuts 

On  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  CDC’s  first  reported  AIDS  case, 
activists  and  advocates  blast  the  governor’s  proposed  budget 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

BOSTON — Representatives  of  11 
Massachusetts  AIDS  agencies  assembled  on 
the  State  House  steps  April  24  in 
commemoration  of  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  first  AIDS  case  reported  to  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC).  Eight  AIDS 
activists  who  addressed  the  crowd  voiced 
anger  and  frustration  at  the  prospect  of  health 
care  cuts  that  would  affect  people  with  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Participants  displayed  a  banner  that 
read  “112,187  DEAD,”  indicating  the 
number  of  deaths  from  AIDS  in  the  United 
States  since  April  24, 1981. 

“While  the  virus  is  eating  away  within  my 
body,  these  budget  cuts  will  be  the  last  nail  in 
my  coffin,”  said  Keri  Duran,  a  28-year-old 
woman  with  AIDS.  “I  don’t  deserve  to  die,” 
said  Duran,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Boston.  “I 
don’t  deserve  to  watch  my  friends  die,  I  don’t 
deserve  to  live  in  poverty.” 

Activists  charge  that  Gov.  William  Weld’s 
promise  to  veto  any  new  tax  package  is 
forcing  the  Massachusetts  legislature  to 
combat  deficit  spending  solely  through 
budget  cuts.  Anticipated  cuts  in  General 
Relief,  Medicaid,  and  rent  and  fuel  subsidy 
programs  would  spell  disaster  for  people 
with  AIDS,  who  greatly  rely  on  these 
programs  to  survive. 

Larry  Kessler,  executive  director  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  accused 
Weld  of  trying  to  balance  the  budget  on  the 
backs  of  people  living  with  AIDS.  He 
challenged  the  governor  to  adopt  the  public 
health  measures  necessary  to  control  and  end 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  “If  he  does  not,”  Kessler 
added,  “you  can  be  assured  that  10  years 
from  now  we  will  be  standing  in  the  same 
place  with  a  sign  that  reads:  112,187 
Massachusetts  residents  living,  dying  or  dead 
from  AIDS.” 

Currently,  over  3500  Massachusetts 
residents  have  been  diagnosed  with  AIDS, 
and  more  than  2200  have  died  from  the 
disease. 

Given  the  severity  of  recently  proposed 
budget  cuts,  Kessler  doubts  that  an  AIDS 
funding  increase  Weld  had  promised  will 
survive  the  budget-slashing  process.  “It 
literally  looks  like  we  got  $2  million  added 
on  one  level,  only  to  have  $50  to  $100 
million  cut  on  another,”  he  said. 

At  current  levels,  state  AIDS  funding 
cannot  provide  the  services  needed  by  PWAs. 
“The  state  would  need  an  extra  $23  million 
just  to  meet  the  current  need,”  said  Holly 
Ladd,  executive  director  of  the  Boston  AIDS 
Consortium.  With  an  HIV  infection  rate  of 
between  six  and  eight  Massachusetts 
residents  per  day,  according  to  the  AAC,  the 


need  for  AIDS  services  is  growing  rapidly. 

Massachusetts,  which  has  been  especially 
hard  hit  by  the  nationwide  recession  and 
carries  a  $2.4  billion  state  budget  deficit, 
currently  has  the  lowest  bond  rating  of  the  50 
states.  During  last  year’s  election, 
Massachusetts  voters  were  perceived  as 
mandating  budget  cuts  to  control  the  deficit. 

Governors  in  other  states  have  addressed 
budget  problems  by  coupling  budget  cuts 
with  tax  increases.  Weld,  however,  maintains 
a  staunch  anti-tax  position,  arguing  that  any 
tax  increase  would  hinder  the  flailing 
economy.  He  says  he  will  veto  any  tax 
package  that  the  legislature  might  pass. 

“By  ruling  out  a  tax  increase,”  said  Neil 
Cronin  of  ACT  UP,  “Weld  has  proved  that 
he's  no  friend  of  the  AIDS  community.” 

Wayne  Wright,  executive  director  of  the 
Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition,  said  the 
proposed  cuts  are  part  of  the  government’s 
continued  unwillingness  to  address  the  AIDS 
epidemic,  particularly  within  marginalized 
communities.  “A  great  many  people  with 
AIDS  are  women,  children,  gays  and 
lesbians,  the  poor  and  disenfranchised,  or 
substance  abusers,”  said  Wright.  “Given 
these  budget  cuts,  we  begin  to  understand 
who  is  important  and  who  isn’t” 

“The  budget  package  will  be  absolutely 
devastating  to  the  people  we  work  with,” 
Wright  added.  “We  won’t  have  to  document 
it,  it  is  going  to  be  evident  in  the  streets.” 
Wright  predicted  that  crime  rates  will 
continue  to  escalate  in  communities  of  color 
in  response  to  the  worsening  AIDS  epidemic. 
“People  have  no  place  to  turn,”  Wright  said. 
“Unfortunately,  lawmakers  won’t  take  notice 
until  the  violence  and  crime  spills  over  into 
other  communities.” 

“Budget  cuts,  combined  with  low  health 
care  access,  result  in  a  virtual  attack  on  the 
Latino  community,”  said  Orlando  Del  Valle, 
executive  director  of  the  Latino  Health 
Network.  Characterizing  the  state’s  past 
funding  of  AIDS  programs  for  people  of 
color,  Del  Valle  said,  “A  little  bit  of  money  is 
sprinkled  like  water,  sizzles  as  if  it  were  on  a 
frying  pan,  and  is  gone.” 

“It’s  time  for  the  state  to  stop  debating 
here  [the  State  House]  and  come  into  the 
community,”  said  Sidney  Borum  of  the 
Boston  Living  Center.  “We  need  to  expand 
educational  and  preventative  programs  so 
that  young  people  do  not  fall  prey  to  this 
disease,”  Borum  said.  “Instead  we’re  talking 
about  spending  less  money,  and  more  people 
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Conference  focuses  on 


‘sexual  minority  youth’ 

Concerns  about  AIDS  and  HIV  top  the  agenda 


By  John  Zeh 

BALTIMORE.  Md.— As  children 
experience  puberty  at  an  increasingly  early 
age,  the  need  to  educate  them — and 
adults — about  life-saving  human  sexuality 
strategies  increases  greatly,  youth  workers 
were  told  at  a  conference  on  health  education 
and  risk  reduction  for  sexual  minority  youth. 

More  than  100  teachers,  church  members, 
youth  specialists,  social  workers,  gay  and 
lesbian  activists,  young  gay  men  and  at  least 
one  Catholic  priest  attended  the  conference, 
entitled  “Affirming  Diversity,"  here  May  3-4. 
The  conference  was  sponsored  by  27  social 
service  agencies  providing  services  for 
youth,  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  people  with 
AIDS  in  Delaware,  Maryland  and 
Washington,  D.C. 

Topping  the  agenda  was  AIDS  and  the 
“large  and  disproportionate  subgroup”  of 
adolescents  with  HIV  infection.  Another  hot 
topic  on  the  agenda  was  helping 
adults — some  of  whom  themselves  are 
closeted — become  comfortable  meeting  the 
needs  of  young  people. 

In  addition  to  HIV  infection,  sexual 
minority  youth  are  at  risk  for  health  problems 
typical  to  all  young  people,  but  at  a  more 
pronounced  rate,  conference  organizer  John 
Hannay  noted.  Some  of  these  problems 
include  depression,  isolation,  suicide, 
drug/alcohol  addiction,  family  discord/abuse 


and  victimization  by  adults  or  peers.  Delayed 
pyscho-social  development  appears  to  be  one 
root  cause  of  these  problems,  he  said,  as  well 
as  “a  lack  of  support  mechanisms  for  parents 
and  adults  assisting  youth  in  accomplishing 
their  adolescent  tasks.” 

Sexual  minority  youth — identified  as  gay 
males,  lesbians,  bisexuals,  transvestites,  and 
prostitutes — may  constitute  as  much  as  20 
percent  of  the  overall  adolescent  population, 
said  Hannay,  who  noted  that  not  all  sexual 
minority  youths  grow  into  sexual  minority 
adults. 

Keynote  speaker  Jerald  Newberry  said 
educators’  biggest  challenge  is  the 
invisibility  of  gay  and  lesbian  youth. 

“One  advantage  of  coming  together  here  is 
that  we  can  identify  for  each  other  what  the 
issues  are  for  [sexual  minority  youth]  in  our 
schools,”  said  Newberry,  a  parent/community 
specialist  at  the  Family  Life  Education 
Program  in  Fairfax  County,  Va„  “and  get  the 
courage  to  look  those  issues  straight  in  the 
eye. 

“As  long  as  society  insists  that  a  group  of 
kids  don’t  exist,  they  will  continue  to  kill 
themselves,  experience  drug  abuse,  suicide 
and  other  health  problems  more  than  their 
non-gay  counterparts,”  Newberry  stressed. 

Newberry  has  helped  area  schools  develop 
“a  fairly  extensive”  program  for  ninth  and 
tenth  graders  that  deals  with  sexuality  issues, 
including  homosexuality.  □ 


Rep.  Studds 

Lesbian  veteran  testifies 
before  House  committee 


Meanwhile,  the  military  defends  and  affirms  its  anti- gay  policy 


By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

WASHINGTON — In  the  aftermath  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  War,  gay,  lesbian,  and  bisexual 
veterans  continue  to  press  for  rescinsion  of 
the  military’s  anti-gay  policy.  Representing 
the  Gay,  Lesbian,  and  Bisexual  Veterans  of 
America  (GLBVA),  Army  veteran  Kitt  Kling 
testified  before  a  House  subcommittee  May 
8.  Kling’s  testimony  coincided  with  the  May 
3  release  of  a  Department  of  Defense  (DoD) 
letter  upholding  the  ban  on  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  Activists  called  the  DoD  letter 
“arrogant”  and  “ignorant.” 

“The  military  services  are  losing  some  of 
their  finest  people  every  year  to  an  outmoded 
belief  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  not  fit 
for  military  service,”  Kling  testified.  “The 
waste  is  incredible.” 

According  to  Kling,  it  costs  $12,500  to 
train  and  then  discharge  an  individual 
member  of  the  armed  services.  The  antigay 
policy  leads  to  an  average  of  2,000 
discharges  every  year,  resulting  in  an  annual 
cost  of  $25  million  to  U.S.  taxpayers. 

‘Cruel  mindset’ 

Kling  was  invited  to  testify  before  the 
House  Veterans  Subcommittee  on  Oversights 
and  Investigations  as  a  Vietnam-era  lesbian 
veteran. 

“They  wanted  to  know  the  problems  of 
lesbians  in  the  Army,”  Kling  told  GCN.  “I 
told  them  what  I  had  experienced  when  I  was 
in  the  service  in  1973.  It  was  pretty 
miserable  back  then  because  everyone  voiced 
the  opinion  that  if  you  were  a  woman  in  the 
Army  you  were  either  a  slut  or  a  lesbian.” 

Kling  served  as  an  Army  air  traffic 
controller  at  a  time  when  that  position  had 
first  become  available  to  women.  She  told  of 
how  one  air  field  commander  made  it  clear 
that  he  would  not  tolerate  the  presence  of 
women  in  his  unit.  Kling  avoided  a 
confrontation  by  marrying  a  male  friend  to 
receive  an  early  honorable  discharge. 

“It  was  a  shame,”  Kling  said,  “because  I 
feel  I  could  have  made  a  career  of  the 
military.” 

Kling  also  told  the  subcommittee  about 
commanders’  “witch  hunts”  for  lesbians 
within  their  units.  “Within  the  military 
hierarchy  itself,”  she  said,  “there  seemed  to 
be  this  cruel  mindset.” 

‘Conduct  defines  the  class’ 

DoD  officials  defended  the  homophobic 
policy  in  a  reply  to  a  March  15  letter  drafted 
by  Rep.  Gerry  Studds  (D-Mass.),  and  signed 
by  40  members  of  Congress.  The 
Congressional  letter,  addressed  to  Bush, 
pressed  for  a  review  of  the  Pentagon’s  policy 
barring  all  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  the 
military,  regardless  of  ability.  It  cited 
President  Harry  Truman’s  1948  Executive 
Order,  which  compelled  the  DoD  to  end  its 
racial  discrimination  against  African- 
American,  as  an  example  of  how  Bush  could 
end  “the  military’s  shameful  discrimination.” 

The  DoD  response  reiterated  directive 
1332.14,  which  flatly  states  that 
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“homosexuality  is  incompatible  with  military 
service.”  The  letter’s  author,  Capt.  Ted 
Keating,  is  director  of  DoD  Legal  Policy 
Requirements  and  Resources.  “There  are 
numerous  good  reasons  for  this  policy," 
Keating  wrote,  “including  the  necessity  to 
maintain  good  order,  order,  morale  and 
discipline.”  Keating  also  cited  the  need  “to 
maintain  the  public  acceptability  of  military 
service.” 

“The  Pentagon  is  essentially  saying  that  it 
has  an  obligation  to  mirror  the  worst  of 
society’s  prejudices,"  said  Studds  of  the  DoD 
letter.  “That  is  ignorant  and  it  is  wrong.” 

Keating  dismissed  any  comparisons 
between  directive  1332.14  and  the  racial 
segregation  that  existed  in  the  military  before 
1948.  “Racial  discrimination  is  unlawful 
because  it  judges  people  based  on  the  color 
of  their  skin,”  Keating  said.  “Societal 
attitudes  about  homosexuals,  however,  derive 
from  conduct  that  defines  the  class,  not  from 
a  neutral  characteristic  such  as  skin  color.” 

Another  rationale  that  the  military  has 
previously  cited  in  banning  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  argues  that  gay  personnel  are  more 
likely  to  be  blackmailed,  and  are  thus  a 
security  risk.  Kling  said  this  kind  of 
reasoning  is  ludicrous.  “In  reality,  if  military 
personnel  were  allowed  to  be  ‘out,’”  she 
said,  “there  would  be  no  threats  of 
repercussions  to  blackmail  someone  with.” 

DoD  contradicts  poll 

The  DoD’s  assessment  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  military  service  would  be 
unacceptable  to  the  public  contradicts  the 
results  of  a  national  poll  conducted  April  6-7. 
According  to  the  phone  survey  of  800 
random  people,  81  percent  oppose  the 
current  DoD  ban  on  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
The  poll  was  conducted  by  Penn  &  Schoen 
Associates  of  New  York,  a  research  survey 
firm  hired  by  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund,  gay  rights  lobbying  organization. 

The  DoD  letter  unequivocally  states,  “We 
do  not  plan  to  reassess  the  Department’s 
policy  on  homosexuality.”  Tim  Drake  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s 
Military  Freedom  Initiative  said  that  his 
request  for  a  meeting  with  Secretary  of 
Defense  Richard  Cheney  has  also  been 
denied. 

“This  letter  is  just  one  more  example  of 
the  Department’s  official  policy  of 
stonewalling  on  the  issue,"  Drake  said.  He 
described  the  letter  as  “arrogance  at  its 
worst.” 

Kling  hopes  that  through  her  organization, 
the  issue  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the 
military  will  finally  be  addressed  by  the 
federal  government.  “We  want  to  start  a 
lobbying  effort  and  build  up  a  letter-writing 
campaign  to  the  point  where  we  have  the 
numbers  to  be  heard,”  she  said. 

“We,  too,  are  Americans,  we  are  fit  and  we 
have  served,  honorably  and  well,”  Kling  told 
the  House  subcommittee,  “Let  us  stand 
proudly  with  our  brothers  and  sisters." 

—filed  from  Boston 
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GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


News  Editor 

Available  in  May.  Coordinate  and  edit  the  work 
of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters  covering  local, 
national  and  international  events  of  importance  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Write  news 
stories  as  necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing  skills, 
ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  knowledge  of 
lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:June  1, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  collective 
decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $21 5/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  EDITORIAL  GUIDELINES 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff 
or  membership. 

All  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED. 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  can  be 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and  require 
a  short  (one  to  two  sentence)  biographical  note 
about  the  author  for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the 
article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue 
and  a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on 
the  letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  --  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  and  daytime  phone  number 
with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Our 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff,  Board  or  membership. 


Organizers  speak  out 


Dear  GCN: 

We,  the  organizers  of  the  successful 
Indigo  boycott,  are  writing  in  response  to  the 
biased  reporting  by  GCN  reporter  Elizabeth 
Yukins.  When  you  call  something  a  “news 
analysis”  it  should  be  that.  We  find  this 
problematic  in  that  the  article  presents  the 
events  from  the  writer’s  white  perspective.  It 
was  subjective,  inaccurate  and  clearly  racist. 

We  object  to  the  character  bashing  of 
Nsomeka  Gomes,  for  example  when  Yukins 
refers  to  the  MCAD  incident  which  is 
irrelevant  to  this  case.  Furthermore, 
important  facts  were  suppressed,  making 
Gomes  appear  illegitimate  in  her  current 
claim  of  racism. 

We  object  to  inaccurate  quoting.  Lakhana 
Peou’s  words  were  attributed  to  Sharon  Lim- 
Hing.  Yukins  obviously  can’t  tell  the 
difference  between  two  Asian  women. 

We  object  to  the  inordinate  space  given  to 
Indigo  staff  and  management.  This  is  a 
classic  case  of  discrediting  the  victim  by 
focusing  on  the  oppressor’s  false 
justification.  Also,  Indigo  was  always  given 
the  final  word  in  the  article,  giving  Indigo’s 
point  of  view  more  force. 

We  object  to  the  racist  characterization  of 
Gomes  as  the  troublemaking  ringleader, 
simply  because  she  is  African  American.  On 
the  other  hand,  Peou  and  Lim-Hing  were 
portrayed  as  mere  “boycott  supporters."  not 


organizers  with  Gomes,  again  perpetuating 
the  racist  stereotype  of  Asians  as  docile  and 
submissive. 

Elizabeth  Yukins  writes  from  a  white 
lesbian  perspective,  which  was  detrimental 
to  the  reporting  of  the  boycott.  She 
interviewed  us  with  the  verbal  assurance  that 
she  would  state  in  her  article  that  she  is  “an 
ignorant  white  woman.”  This  important  fact 
was  never  printed.  Yukins  attempted  to  give 
the  reader  the  impression  the  stories  relating 
to  the  incident  are  "confusing”  and 
“disturbingly  contradictory.”  This  personal 
confusion  sets  the  tone  for  the  entire  article. 
Yukins  writes:  “Patrons  of  the  bar  are  put  in 
the  difficult  position  of  having  to  decide 
whether  or  not  to  support  the  boycott  without 
conclusive  information.”  We  gave  her  all  the 
necessary  information,  but  Yukins  could  not 
disalign  herself  from  her  white  sisters  at 
Indigo  and  report  objectively.  Yukins  then 
arrogantly  prescribes:  “This  boycott  may 
ultimately  benefit  the  lesbian  community  by 
compelling  us  to  re-examine  racism  once 
again.”  Yukins  has  the  audacity  to  set  herself 
up  as  an  authority  on  racism. 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  an  economic 
relationship  between  GCN  and  Indigo. 
Indigo  has  advertised  in  GCN  on  a  weekly 
basis  since  its  opening.  Given  this 
relationship,  we  question  GCN's  ability  to 
report  objectively. 

Despite  the  inaccurate,  biased,  and 
libelous  reporting  of  the  boycott,  we  are 
victorious.  Indigo’s  principal  partner, 
Richard  McKinnon  negotiated  with  us  on 
March  29,  1991.  All  of  our  demands  were 
met:  a)  McKinnon  apologized  for-  the  racist 
incidents;  b)  Indigo  manager  Andrea  Boyer 
instituted  an  employee  policy  of  equal 
treatment  for  all  patrons;  c)  in  the  future. 
Indigo  will  immediately  respond  to  any 
reports  of  discrimination;  d)  Indigo  staff, 
management  and  ownership  will  participate 
in  continuing  anti-racism  workshops;  e) 
Indigo  will  include  more  women  of  color  in 
its  advertising  (see  ad  in  GCN)  and  inside  the 
club. 

By  the  way,  Elizabeth,  you  were  spotted 
crashing  the  Asian  Eye  to  Eye  workshop  (for 
Asians  only)  at  the  Beyond  Militarism, 
Violence  and  War  conference  when  it  took 
place  at  Brandeis  University  on  March  24, 
1991.  When  the  facilitator  said  that  this  is  for 
Asians  only,  you  disrespectfully  and 
intrusively  remained,  making  many 
workshop  participants  uneasy  and  distrustful. 
So  honey,  you  need  to  “re-examine  racism 
once  again.” 

In  strength, 
Nsomeka  Gomes 
Association  For  Right  On  Sisters 

Sharon  Lim-Hing 
AMALGM 


Umbrella  terms 


Lakhana  Peou 
AMALGM 
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Dear  GCN: 

In  the  thirteen  years  since  my  partner  and  I 
came  out,  I  have  heard  several  discussions  of 
the  terms  “gay,”  “lesbian,”  “queer,” 
“faggot,”  and  “homosexual,”  but  although  I 
am  not  usually  regarded  as  obtuse,  I  still  do 
not  understand  the  objections  raised  by  Tim 
Campbell  and  others  to  the  term 
“homosexual.” 

I  do  not  hold,  with  the  unspecified 
“writers”  with  whom  Campbell  quotes,  that 
we  need  “more  than  one  noun  for  gays  and 
lesbians,”  but  I  do  feel  that  we  need  one.  We 
need  one  noun,  as  free  of  pejorative 
connotations  as  we  can  find,  that  includes 
both  gays  and  lesbians  and  that  differentiates 
them  from  people  who  are  neither  gay  nor 
lesbian.  The  essential  difference — in  fact,  the 
only  reliable  difference  I  know  of — between 
gays  and  lesbians  on  the  one  hand  and 
straight  men  and  women  on  the  other  is  that 
the  former  prefer  partners  of  their  own  sex, 
whereas  the  latter  prefer  partners  of  the  other 
sex.  The  terms  “homosexual”  and 
“heterosexual”  denote  that  difference 
specifically,  and  they  are  the  most  nearly 
neutral  descriptive  terms  for  it  that  the 
English  language  provides. 

Over  the  last  thirteen  years,  my  partner 
and  I  have  met  a  fairly  large  number  of  gays 
and  lesbians  around  the  United  States,  and  I 
can  think  of  nothing  in  their  behavior,  aside 
from  sexual  preference,  that  does  not  cross 
the  homosexual-heterosexual  boundary. 
Note,  however,  that  in  the  last  sentence,  if  I 
followed  Campbell’s  advice  and  divested 
myself  of  the  umbrella  term  “homosexual”  I 
would  have  had  to  write  “Gay-straight”  or 
“lesbian-straight”  or  “lesbian/gay-straight” 
or  “gay /lesbian-straight,”  each  of  which  is 
either  one-sided  or  cumbersome. 

Many  of  us  who  are  here  for  the  fight  and 
not  just  for  the  party,  and  who  really  want  to 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay 
and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten.  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  membershp. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (‘  indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Colleen  Trixi  Burke* 

Classified:  Rebecca  Lavine* 

ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Art  Director:  Adrianna  Alty* 

Paste-up:  Laura  Pierce,  Linda  Ready. 

Freelance:  Alison  Bechdel,  Christine  Jansky,  Noreen  Stevens, 
Rosanne  Walsh-Gosch 

Proofreaders:  Jan  Fielding,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Jim  Kiely, 

Rob  Krikorian,  Read  Weaver 

Production  Night  Sustenance:  Read  Weaver 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Gary  Daffin,  Harold  Dufour-Anderson,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Phil 
Harper,  Ellen  Hendrix,  Jim  Kiely,  Ellie  Margolis.  Julie  Rioux 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinators:  Chris  Nealon",  Elizabeth  Yukins" 

Data  Entry:  Steven  Burke 

Staff:  Patrick  Cain,  Raymond  Hopkins,  Ronn  Jackson,  William 
Newton.  Ana  Ortiz,  Warren  Patterson.  Whitt  Pond,  Bill  Sweet, 
Sandi  Warren 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen,  John  Hosken,  Troy 
Richardson.  Frank  Strona 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 

Frank  Strona* 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 
Bulk  Distribution  &  Pizza  Sustained  Ray  Hopkins 
New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution,  1050  East  4th 
Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Christopher  Wittke" 

Calendar  Editor:  Adrianna  Alty" 

Calendar  Coordinator:  Norm  Aleks 

Staff:  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan,  Adrianna  Alty,  Walta  Borawski, 
Michael  Bronski,  Cheryl  Clarke,  Susie  Day.  Carrie  Dearborn. 
Jim  Fauntleroy,  Ayofemi  Folayan,  Caroline  Foty,  Liz  Galst, 
Diane  Hamer,  Phil  Harper,  Essex  Hemphill,  Monica 
Hileman.Terri  Jewell.  John  Kyper,  Alisa  Lebow,  Mara  Math, 
Duncan  Mitchel,  Marea  Murray,  Jon  David  Nalley,  Laura 


Pierce,  Elizabeth  Pincus. Steve  Rose.  Patricia  A.  Roth,  Charley 
Shively,  Tatianna  Schrieber,  Marc  Stein.  Donald  Stone,  Maida 
Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Trixi  Burke,  Jim  Fauntleroy,  Lenny  Goldstein,  Frank  Strona 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editor:  Kelly  Gaines" 

Reporters:  Chris  Nealon",  Elizabeth  Yukins" 

Staff:  Joe  Cioe,  Gunther  Freehill,  Mike  Friedman,  Judy  Gerber, 
John  Hubert,  Stephen  Hunt,  John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett, 
William  Mann,  Chip  Mitchell.  David  Morris,  Steve  Rose,  Susan 
Schmitz,  Deborah  Schwartz,  John  Zeh 

OFRCE  MANAGER 

Hershey  Hirschkop 

PRISONER  PROJECT 

Coordinator:  Mike  Riegle 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Bill  Andriette,  Natalie  Diffloth,  Brian 
Flynn,  Rob  Krikorian,  Tiyo  Attallah  Salah-EI,  Tatiana  Schreiber 

PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE 

Adrianna  Alty,  Michael  Bronski,  Kelly  Gaines,  Phil  Harper, 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  T.L.  Lift,  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Eva 
Schlesinger,  Lisa  Sette,  Ellen  Shub, Chuck  Stallard,  Laura  Wulf 

PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 

Coordinator:  Lenny  Goldstein* 

SUSTAINER  COMMITTEE 

Gordon  Gottlieb,  Shelley  Mains  Stephanie  Poggi,  Frank 
Strona,  Nancy  Wechsler 

TYPESETTING 

Typesetter:  Rebecca  Lavine" 

Outside  Desktop  Publishing  Coordinator:  Wayne  Curtis 


Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  all  rights  reserved.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  for  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromfield 
Street  Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit,  tax-exempt  corporation.  Our  office  is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston, 
MA  02116.  (617)  426-4469,  (617)  426-2723  (FAX),  (617)  426-0332  (TTY/TDD).  Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass. 
Annual  subscription  rate  for  individuals  is  $39.  Institutional  rate:  $55.  ISSN:  (0147-0728). 

Member  Gay  and  Lesbian  Press  Association,  New  England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  of  the 
Press,  COSMEP.  GCN  Is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published  quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center.  Inc.,  Box 
33109,  Baltimore,  MD  21218.  Volumes  1-15  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  $40/volume,  $550/complete  set.  Write 
GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  News.  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA  02116. 


SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

GCN  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV 
transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand 
fistfucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people 
make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or 
HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you 
and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  rrany  lesbians 
have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 

Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 

Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  "female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands, 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap  ’ 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 

INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  ir,  water  for  at  least  15  ' 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 

RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (800)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce,  Boston  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington,  D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


win  the  fight  and  not  just  wallow  in 
indignation,  feel  that  clear,  noninflammatory 
communication  with  those  who  fear  us  is  far 
more  valuable  than  toeing  the  line  that  the 
politically  correct  “leaders  in  the  movement” 
lay  down. 

Sincerely, 
Terry  Gordon  Colbert 
Manhattan,  Kans. 

‘OutWho’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I  write  to  you  with  a  deep  sense  of  hurt 
and  a  feeling  of  betrayal  after  reading  the 
article  “ OutWho  ins  celebrities  and  others,” 
which  appeared  in  Gay  Community  News' 
April  Fools'  issue. 

GCN  has  a  longstanding  policy  of  not 
publishing  personal  attacks  against  anyone.  I 
feel  that  this  article  violated  that  policy  in  the 
name  of  parody.  In  actuality,  the  article  was  a 
personal  attack. 

As  an  activist  and  author,  I  have  a  long 
history  of  service  to  the  community.  Of 
course,  I  have  made  some  mistakes — one  of 
the  biggest  being  my  “outing”  of  Evelyn 
Murphy.  Shortly  following  this  action,  I 
made  a  public  apology  to  Ms.  Murphy  as 
well  as  admitting  to  a  lack  of  judgment.  But 
this  action  is  certainly  not  the  totality  of  who 
I  am.  I  felt  your  article  painted  me  as  being 
one-dimensional  and  completely  invalidated 
my  positive  contributions  to  the  community. 

The  article  was  particularly  disturbing  to  • 
me  because  of  my  close  connection  to  GCN 
over  the  years,  serving  as  news  and  features 
writer  (1975-84)  and  Features  Editor  (1980- 
81).  I  look  forward  each  week  to  reading  the 
paper  and  consider  it  to  be  a  vital  force  in 
progressive  journalism. 

As  you  are  well  aware,  people  within  the 
community  don’t  always  agree  on  political 
points  and  on  strategies  for  defeating  all 
forms  of  oppression.  I  would  hope,  however, 
that  we  could  at  least  maintain  basic  respect 
for  one  another — for  in  the  final  analysis,  we 
are  on  the  same  side. 

Sincerely, 
Warren  J.  Blumenfeld 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Tantrums  look  silly 

Dear  GCN : 

I  was  absolutely  convulsed  by  Rex 
Wockner’s  self-important  and  mean-spirited 
Tantrum-to-the-Editor  in  your  April  16  issue. 
It  was  enough  to  make  me  re-read  the 
original  satire  on  “Wreaks  Everything”  in 
your  April  Fool’s  issue,  a  piece  that 
brilliantly  succeeds  in  making  both  sides  in 
this  pathetic  pissing  match — a  male  reporter 
versus  a  group  of  lesbians  who  don’t  want 
him  to  cover  their  conference — look  equally 
ridiculous. 

If,  as  Wockner  insists,  some  grand 
principle  is  involved  here,  I  cannot  find  it. 
Really,  I  have  a  lot  more  important  things  to 
worry  about  than  such  tripe:  Friends  are 
being  diagnosed  with  AIDS,  kids  in  my 
neighborhood  are  shooting  at  each  other  and 
killing  innocent  people.  President  Bush 
manipulated  us  into  a  needless  war  with  a 
dictator  our  government  had  been  supplying 
with  arms  for  years,  and  I’m  left  wondering 
whether  the  recession-driven  cutbacks  in 
public  employment  will  cost  me  my  job.  Get 
real,  folks! 

Wockner’s  furious  reaction  demonstrates 
that  your  satire  has  hit  its  mark,  making  him 
resemble  exactly  those  dogmatists  whom  he 
would  trash  as  “politically  correct.”  As  one 
who  has  written  many  pieces  for  publication 
over  the  years,  I  have  gotten  used  to  being 
criticized,  attacked,  satirized,  and  worse.  It 
comes  with  the  territory.  As  Harry  Truman 
once  said,  if  you  can’t  stand  the  heat,  get  the 
hell  out  of  the  kitchen! 

John  Kyper, 
Roxbury,  Mass. 

Urgent  action  needed! 

Dear  GOV: 

I  am  writing  this  on  behalf  of  my  friend 
Valerie  Fuentes.  She  is  a  Chicana-Cherokee 
lesbian  currently  serving  a  life  sentence  at 
the  Nevada  Correctional  Facility. 

Valerie  has  cystic  fibrosis,  which  is  a 
severely  disabling  lung  condition.  She  is 
currently  being  held  in  lockdown  in  a  cell 
with  no  openable  windows.  She  is  also  being 
denied  her  medication  and  phone  access  to 
her  lawyer. 

The  jail  is  threatening  to  transfer  her  to  the 
Reno  Correctional  Facility  (RCF),  which  is  a 
tight  building  with  no  ventilation — the  vent 
system  in  the  building  circulates  cigarette- 
filled  smoke  everywhere.  When  Valerie  was 
there  last  year  she  quickly  developed 
pneumonia  and  has  suffered  permanent  lung 
damage  as  a  result. 

There  is  a  back  door  near  her  cell  the 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Washington  in  1992! 


No  March  on 

By  Jenney  Milner,  Ed  Hunt  and  Sue  Hyde 

A  call  has  gone  out  to  organize  a  March  on 
Washington  for  Gay/Lesbian  Rights 
sometime  before  1994,  with  considerable 
support  for  a  Spring  1992  or  a  Columbus 
Day  1992  March.  The  discussion  began 
about  a  year  ago  in  the  San  Francisco  area 
and  has  picked  up  steam  due  to 
Councilmember  Brian  Coyle’s  (Minneapolis) 
advocacy  of  the  idea  at  both  the  National 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Task  Force  Creating  Change 
Conference  and  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Elected 
Officials  Conference,  both  held  in  November, 
1990. 

Brian  has  widely  circulated  his  call  for 
consensus  on  the  question;  a  meeting  to 
discuss  a  proposed  March  was  held  in 
Washington  on  March  9,  attended  by  about 
60  people.  A  second  meeting  will  take  place 
in  Washington  on  May  11  and  12,  at  which 
time  those  activists  who  were  able  to 
organize  local  discussions  on  the  proposal 
will  give  reports  from  their  meeting  and  the 
group  will  try  to  reach  consensus  on  the 
proposal. 

We  believe  that  organizing  a  March  on 
Washington  before  1994  is  misguided  and 
that  the  negative  implications  of  holding  a 
March  in  1992  have  not  been  adequately 
considered. 

Despite  the  plethora  of  political  issues  and 
sociopolitical  problems  which  now  face  the 
gay/lesbian  community,  we  do  not  identify 
any  one  or  two  which  seem  to  us  compelling 
enough  to  warrant  a  national  mobilization.  In 
1986,  we  had  just  suffered  the  tremendous 
setback  of  the  Hardwick  decision  and  we  had 
not  yet  organized  a  mass  mobilization  around 
the  AIDS  epidemic  and  Reagan/Bush’s 
voluntary  slaughter  of  thousands  of  our 
people.  Together  these  issues  were  broad  and 
deep  and  affected  the  lives  of  thousands  and 
thousands  of  us. 

As  well,  the  mid-’80s  gay/lesbian  political 
movement  at  the  state  and  local  levels 
suffered  from  a  lack  of  vigor  and  direction. 
Much  due  to  the  energizing  influence  of  the 
1987  March  on  Washington,  there  is  now  a 
tremendous  amount  of  political  organizing  in 
dozens  of  communities  where  before  1986 
there  was  little  or  nothing.  Further,  the  1987 
March  on  Washington,  with  its  eight-point 
demand  list  and  its  many  related  events, 
helped  to  solidify  and  clarify  a  political 


agenda  that  is  now  firmly  in  the  grasp  of 
local  and  state  activists.  At  what  point  does  a 
national  mobilization  generate  diminishing 
returns  and  negatively  impact  on  local/state 
organizing?  We  do  not  claim  to  know  the 
answer,  but  rather  suggest  that  our  movement 
does  not  yet  need  the  “shot  in  the  arm” 
realized  from  the  1987  March. 

Some  600,000  of  us  gloried  in  the  1987 
March.  Those  of  us  who  were  there  are  eager 
to  do  it  again,  and  those  of  us  who  weren’t 
out  or  weren’t  able  to  attend  at  the  time  are 
keen  to  feel  the  exhilaration  and 
empowerment  that  is  now  mythic  in  our 
communities.  In  other  words,  we’re  all 
dreaming  of  flaunting  it  in  the  nation’s 
capital.  And  why  shouldn’t  we?  It  was  a 
wonderful  and,  perhaps,  once-in-a-lifetime 
experience.  It  would  be  great  fun  to 
participate  in  “national  pride  days”  every  few 
years  to  demonstrate  the  strength  and  depth 
of  our  communities  and  movement.  But 
organizing  a  national  march  requires  money, 
time  and  energy  that  is  better  spent  at  home 
to  cope  with  a  right  wing  encroaching  on  our 
rights  and  imposing  deep  and  hurtful  cuts  in 
basic  human  services,  including  funding  of 
AIDS  and  HIV-related  programs.  The 
favored  October  1992  date  is  unnervingly 
soon  and  it  will  add  to  the  strain  we  all  feel 
as  our  state  and  local  governments  flounder 
in  this  recession/depression. 

Finally,  though  we,  too,  appreciate  good 
feelings  generated  by  mass  marches  and 
gay/lesbian  pride  events,  we  question 
whether  that  is  enough  reason  to  spend 
literally  millions  of  dollars  to  make  it 
happen.  To  illustrate,  if  the  600,000  women 
and  men  who  marched  in  1987  spent  an 
average  of  $300  for  the  entire  weekend,  then 
the  total  would  be  $180  million,  not 
including  the  March  Steering  Committee 
budget  and  funds  expended  by  national,  state, 
and  local  groups  on  March  organizing.  Is  it 
time  for  $200  million  worth  of  pride? 

While  October,  1992  seems  to  be  the  more 
favored  1992  date,  there  is  also  interest  in  a 
Spring  1992  March.  Brian  Coyle’s  proposal 
calls  for  Spring,  not  Fall.  But,  in  fact,  already 
under  way  in  the  New  York  area  is  a 
planning/organizing  effort  for  a  Spring  1992 
national  mobilization  to  Washington  to  call 
for  national  health  care.  It  is  still  in  its  early 
stages  and  faces  its  own  set  of  obstacles. 
However,  we  identify  national  health  care  as 


a  central  issue  for  gay/lesbian  communities. 

We  understand  that  the  national  health  care 
issue  may  not  appeal  to  the 
moderate/conservative  folks  in  our 
communities  or  to  those  of  us  who  are 
attracted  to  Washington  for  those  good  old 
gay/lesbian  vibes.  But  nevertheless,  we 
believe  that  attendance  at  a  health  care 
demonstration  by  large  numbers  of 
gay/lesbian  people  ought  to  be  a  Spring  1992 
goal,  certainly  for  organizers  along  the 
Eastern  Seaboard  and  deep  into  the  Middle 
West.  Access  to  health  care  is  a  grave  and 
life-threatening  problem  for  many  of  us  and 
provides  coalition-building  opportunities  at 
every  organizing  level.  We  would  not  want  to 
divert  or  divide  our  attentions  from  this  issue. 

As  for  Columbus  Day  1992,  it  is  the 
quincentennial  of  Columbus’  arrival  in  the 
Americas,  an  event  that  precipitated  500 
years  of  rape,  robbery  and  genocide  of 
indigenous  peoples  in  the  Americas  and 
indeed,  for  the  lands  they  called  home. 
Crucial,  national  counter-demonstrations 
organized  by  survivors  of  a  half  millenium  of 
racist  bloodletting  will  be  held  that  weekend 
in  Washington  D.C.  A  conflicting  gay/lesbian 
March  on  Washington  would  be  senselessly 
distracting  for  pre-event  organizing  and  event 
scheduling.  Much  worse,  it  represents  the 
racism  and  cultural  imperialism  of  a 
predominantly  white  movement.  Many  of  us 
would  find  nothing  joyful  or  proud  in  such 
shameful  failure  to  respect  another,  equally 
important  movement  for  survival  and  self- 
determination.  Indeed,  we  would  find  it 
impossible  to  attend. 

In  the  meantime,  there  are  major 
gay/lesbian  events  being  planned  that  warrant 
our  attentions  and  efforts.  If  we  want  to  make 
a  big  splash,  how  about  working  on  the  25th 
anniversary  march  to  commemorate 
Stonewall?  The  June,  1994  date  gives  us 
adequate  time  to  prepare;  there  is  sound 
motivation  to  turn  out  for  our  movement’s 
“riot  heard  ’round  the  world”;  there’s  plenty 
of  reason  to  celebrate;  and  we  wouldn’t  be 
competing  with  any  other  events/actions. 

Taken  all  together,  we  do  not  see  a  1992 
trip  to  Washington  for  a  gay /lesbian  March  as 
useful,  worthwhile  or  even  appealing. 

Jenney  Milner  and  Ed  hunt  are  members 
of  Queer  to  the  Left.  Sue  Hyde  is  a  member 
of  Cambridge  Lavender  Alliance. 


wardens  sometimes  open — this  helps  Valerie 
breathe.  And  even  though  they’ve  been 
threatening  for  over  a  week  to  transfer  her  to 
RCF  they  haven’t  done  it  yet.  We  think  these 
little  “concessions”  are  due  to  the  pressure  so 
far  put  on  the  prison;  they  aren’t  much  but 
they  might  save  Valerie’s  life. 

Over  the  weekend  of  April  1  six  smokers 
were  transferred  to  lockdown  with  Valerie 
and  her  lungs  are  so  affected  she  can  now 
barely  talk.  Also  the  intercom  from 
lockdown  to  the  guards  doesn’t  work;  if 
Valerie  needs  emergency  medical  attention, 
she  isn’t  able  to  yell  to  make  herself  heard. 

Complaints  can  be  made  to:  Ron 
Angeloni,  Director  of  Prisons,  550  Snyder, 
Bldg.  897,  Carson  City  89702  (702-883- 
3285);  Governor  Robert  Miller,  606 
Mountain  Rd.,  Carson  City,  89702,  (702- 
882-2333);  and  Attorney  General  Brian 
McKay,  198  Carson  St.,  Carson  City,  NV 
89702,  (702-687-4170). 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call  me. 
Thank  you  for  your  help. 

For  freedom, 
Barbara  Ruth 
(415)261-1971 
3720  Suter  St. 

Oakland,  CA  94619 

You  wouldn't  understand 

Dear  GCN: 

First  and  foremost,  I  do  not  wish  anyone 
to  misinterpret  this  as  an  official  statement 
from  NAPWA.  The  opinions  expressed 
herein  are  mine  and  mine  alone.  I  can  no 
longer  stand  in  silence  as  a  select  few  try  and 
discredit  a  valuable  organization,  which 
many  have  fought  to  bring  into  existence 
over  the  past  eight  years. 

Allegations  charging  the  National 
Association  of  People  with  AIDS  (NAPWA) 
with  racism  have  spread  across  the  country. 
Stating  that  white  NAPWA  officials  are 
unresponsive  to  the  needs  of  communities  of 
color,  five  black  members  of  the 
organizations  board  submitted  their  group 
resignation.  If  these  allegations  are  true,  my 
question  is  simple — where  were  these 
representatives  while  these  acts  of  racism 
were  taking  place? 

Alexander  Robinson,  former  treasurer, 
stated  in  an  interview  with  the  Gay 


Community  News,  that  he  thought  white 
members  of  the  NAPWA  board  didn’t 
understand  the  historical  background  behind 
the  differences  between  white  and  black 
communities.  Isn’t  it  his  duty  to  point  out 
these  differences?  It  is  understandable  that 
these  differences  exist,  but  even  the  best 
informed  and  most  sensitive  whites  cannot 
be  expected  to  anticipate  the  differences, 
they  must  be  told. 

An  example  is  the  statement  by  Jerome 
Boyce  regarding  the  NAPWA  contract  with 
Burrough  Wellcome  to  conduct  a  nationwide 
survey  of  people  with  AIDS.  Boyce  charges 
plans  for  the  survey  did  not  include  any 
method  of  distribution  to  communities  of 
color.  Three  of  the  signers  of  the  resignation 
sat  on  the  executive  committee,  a  committee 
that  holds  weekly  conference  calls  to  oversee 
the  actions  of  the  executive  director  and 
NAPWA.  At  no  time  during  the  planning  of 
this  survey,  did  any  of  these  members  offer 
this  insight  to  Burrough  Weellcome,  the 
Executive  Director  or  NAPWA  staff.  These 
individuals  are  representing  the  Black 
community,  yet  where  is  their  leadership  and 
input  into  the  process? 

Boyce  also  points  out  NAPWA’s  attempt 
to  contract  with  the  Office  of  Minority 
Health  issues  for  people  of  color  to  sit  on  its 
committees.  He  states  that  NAPWA’s  efforts 
to  enlist  people  of  color  from  other 
organizations  merely  highlighted  the  groups 
inability  to  deal  with  the  real  issue  that 
multi-racial  organization  raises.  The  issue  of 
race.  Perhaps  NAPWA  would  not  have  the 
need  to  solicit  outside  participation  if  racial 
and  ethnic  communities  were  getting  the 
representation  they  needed  through  current 
members  of  NAPWA.  Such  action  shows 
NAPWA’s  desire  to  gain  proper  insight  to  the 
needs  of  minority  PWAs,  insight  that  should 
have  been  facilitated  by  these  former 
members. 

Mr.  Robinson  is  a  prime  example  of  poor 
leadership.  I  for  one  was  excited  to  see  him 
appointed  NAPWA  treasurer,  for  two 
specific  reasons.  1)  He  maintains  an 
administrative  degree  and  has  experience  in 
non-profit  management;  and  2)  He  is  a  DC 
resident,  therefore  able  to  fully  take  on  the 
responsibilities  of  a  treasurer,  by  being  in 
close  proximity  of  the  national  office.  What 
occurred  was  a  lack  of  commitment  to  the 


responsibilities  of  his  appointment.  He  has 
charged  that  NAPWA  did  not  make  available 
to  him,  financial  records,  yet  three  times  he 
scheduled  appointments  with  NAPWA  staff 
to  review  these  reports.  Twice,  he  didn’t 
show  up  and  the  third  time,  he  arrived  45 
minutes  late.  If,  according  to  his  allegations, 
he  suspected  misuse  of  funds,  and  wanted  to 
perform  the  duties  of  treasurer,  why  could  he 
not  make  himself  available?  Why  is  he 
blaming  NAPWA  for  his  lack  of 
commitment  as  treasurer? 

Out  of  the  five  members  who  resigned, 
only  one,  Bart  Casimir,  choose  to  stay  with 
NAPWA  and  formulate  solutions  to  these 
problems.  I  applaud  his  actions.  He  stated, 
“For  me,  the  bottom  line  is  that  we  are  all 
living  with  HIV  infection.”  He  further  stated 
that  he  didn’t  see  what  his  resignation  would 
accomplish  and  hopes  he  will  be  able  to 
make  the  organization  accessible  to 
everyone.  This  is  a  true  example  of  strong 
leadership.  I  for  one,  look  forward  to  his 
input  and  hope  he  will  work  hard  at  targeting 
ignorance  of  the  issues  faced  by  minority 
communities  to  NAPWA  and  other 
organizations,  so  we  can  work  together  to 
resolve  these  problems. 

This  group  resignation  places  the 
proverbial  cart  before  the  horse.  Rather  than 
sit  at  the  table  to  try  and  formulate  a  solution 
and  sensitize  the  organization  to  the  needs  of 
minorities,  these  members  chose  to  walk 
away.  This  serves  nothing  and  no  one.  Stop 
telling  me  that  I  am  a  racist — and  help  me 
understand  my  insensitivity.  Show  me  a 
solution.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  Black 
leadership  to  work  within,  rather  than  stand 
aside  shouting  “racist,”  without  a  base  for  a 
solution. 

Is  it  the  responsibility  of  the  white 
community  to  second  guess  the  needs  of  the 
Black  community? — I  think  not!  Is  it  the 
responsibility  of  the  Black  leaders  to  point 
out  issues  of  rt  in,  and  formulate 
solutions?  — Definitely!  It  all  comes  back  to 
the  recent  phrase,  showing  up  on  T  shirts,  in 
magazines  and  songs — “It’s  a  Black  thing, 
you  wouldn’t  understand!”  Dammit. ..make 
me  understand! 


Robert  Thewes 
Resource  and  Communications 
NAPWA 
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Housing 

Continued  from  page  I 

city’s  government. 

Activists  hope  that  Flynn  will  use  his 
political  clout  to  impress  upon  other  mayors 
the  urgency  of  AIDS  housing  issues.  Flynn 
will  become  president  of  the  U.S. 
Conference  of  Mayors  in  June,  and  his 
responsiveness  to  PWA  concerns  could 
influence  other  city  policy  makers.  “Flynn 
could  not  only  wield  significant  weight  on 
housing  issues,  but  he  could  also  unify  cities 
around  AIDS  concerns  across  the  board,” 
said  the  Living  Center’s  Borum. 

Initiative  depends  of  funding 

Despite  their  enthusiasm  for  the  initiative, 
however,  many  AIDS  activists  recognize  that 
Flynn’s  plan  still  has  to  be  put  into  effect. 
Greenwald  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
told  GCN  that  the  city’s  ability  to  appropriate 
funds  will  determine  the  success  of  the 
program.  “The  city’s  initiative  is  absolutely 
dependent  on  state  and  federal  funding,”  he 
said,  adding,  “I  hope  that  we  can 
successfully  galvanize  the  strength  of  the 
city  and  local  AIDS  advocacy  groups  to 
pressure  the  federal  and  state  government  to 
provide  money  for  housing  for  PWAs.” 

ACT  UP’s  Medoff  echoed,  “This  is  a 
victory,  but  we  certainly  still  need  to  keep 
pressuring  the  city  to  make  it  happen 
quickly.”  He  said  that  because  “there  are  lots 
of  different  demands  on  the  city  budget  right 
now,  we  need  to  keep  PWA  housing  a 
priority  for  the  mayor.” 

Medoff  added  that  funding  for  both  the 
housing  initiative  and  the  new  AIDS  advisor 
will  depend  on  the  mayor’s  interest.  “If 
Flynn  really  wants  this,  if  it’s  really 
important  to  him,  he  can  get  the  funding,” 
concluded  Medoff.  “Money  is  an  issue,  but  a 
greater  issue  is  the  aggressiveness  and 
creativity  Flynn  needs  to  get  it”  □ 

Alison  D. 

Continued  from  page  I 

parenthood  that  the  court  used  in  rejecting 
Alison  D.’s  petition. 

“The  court’s  decision,  fixing  biology  as 
the  key  to  visitation  rights,  has  impact  far 
beyond  this  particular  controversy,  one  that 
may  affect  a  wide  spectrum  of 
relationships,”  Kaye  wrote.  She  said  that 
beyond  the  injustice  it  does  to  lesbian  and 
gay  parents,  the  majority  opinion  also 
adversely  affects  heterosexual  step-parents 
and  common-law  parents. 

Kaye  further  pointed  out  that  by 
dismissing  Alison’s  case  based  on  a  narrow 
definition  of  “parent,”  the  court  failed  to 
consider  how  the  child  might  benefit  from 
contact  with  Alison  D.  “Our  holding  today 
firmly  closes  the  door  on  all  consideration  of 
the  child’s  best  interest  in  visitation 
proceedings...unless  petitioner  is  a  biological 
parent,"  she  wrote. 

Lesbian  and  gay  legal  activists  fear  that 
the  New  York  ruling  will  have  a  detrimental 
effect  on  similar  cases  around  the  country. 
Although  custody  and  visitation  laws  vary 
from  state  to  state,  judges  nationwide  will  be 
likely  to  heed  the  opinion  established  in 
Alison  D. 

“The  New  York  decision  can  only  hurt  us 
in  other  cases,”  said  the  ACLU’s  Rubenstein. 
“What  the  courts  are  being  asked  to  do  [in 
deciding  same-sex  custody  cases]  is 
somewhat  revolutionary,”  he  said.  “If  there’s 
some  way  they  can  avoid  doing  it,  like 
following  another  court’s  lead,  then  that’s 
what  they  are  likely  to  do.” 

According  to  Rubenstein,  three  similar 
same-sex  parenting  cases  are  pending  in 
New  Mexico  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota. 
“These  cases  are  all  different,  but  in  each  one 
courts  are  being  asked  basically  to  judiciate 
lesbian  and  gay  divorce  disputes,”  he  said, 
adding,  “As  in  the  Alison  D.  case,  the  judges 
are  finding  ways  to  dismiss  the  cases,  and  in 
doing  so  they  are  basically  leaving  us 
without  legal  rights.” 

‘Fight  this  in  the  legislature' 

Wayne  Steinman,  a  gay  father  who 
participates  in  Center  Kids,  a  project  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Center  in  New 
York  City,  said  that  although  the  Alison  D. 
ruling  is  a  devastating  blow  to  lesbian  and 
gay  rights,  he  sees  ways  to  move  beyond  the 
court’s  conservativism.  “Our  next  step  is  to 
fight  this  in  the  legislature,"  he  told  GCN. 
"We  need  to  pressure  our  elected  officials  to 
expand  the  definition  of  family  give  legal 
standing  to  non  bi>  ’  -^.al  parents,”  said 
Steinman. 

Alison  D.’s  lawyw  ouiu  that  despite  the 
ruling’s  harmful  effects,  she  believes  it  will 
motivate  people  to  become  involved  in  the 
fight  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  “It’s  hard 
losses  like  this  one  that  tend  to  motivate 
people  to  recognize  and  understand  our 
oppression,"  said  Ettelbrick. 

“This  is  a  reality  check  on  where  we  are  in 


regard  to  lesbian  and  gay  family  rights,  and 
we  need  to  keep  fighting  for  these  rights 
despite  how  vulnerable  decisions  like  this 
make  us  feel,”  Ettelbrick  concluded. 
“Lesbians  are  not  going  to  stop  having 
children,  and  at  some  point,  either  through 
another  case  or  the  legislature,  this  decision 
will  be  overturned.” 

— filed  from  Boston 

Budget  cuts 

Continued  frompage  3 

Cronin,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Law  Reform  Institute, 
predicted  cuts  in  the  General  Relief, 
Medicaid,  and  rent  and  fuel  assistance 
programs  will  drastically  affect  PWAs. 

The  General  Relief  income  assistance 
program  provides  financial  assistance  to 
PWAs  from  the  time  they  become  unable  to 
work  to  the  time  they  receive  Supplementary 
Security  Income  (SSI)  or  Social  Security 
assistance,  often  a  period  of  between  eight 
months  to  a  year. 

To  qualify  for  General  Relief  income 
assistance,  a  doctor  must  certify  that  an 
individual  has  a  physical  or  mental 
incapability  that  prevents  him  or  her  from 
working.  Weld  envisions  a  more  restrictive 
qualification  process  as  a  way  to  cut  General 
Relief  expenditures. 

Cronin  argues  that  such  a  change  would 
eliminate  the  advantage  of  immediate 
General  Relief  income  benefits.  People  with 
AIDS  would  have  no  financial  assistance  to 
rely  on  while  they  await  approval  for 
General  Relief,  SSI,  or  Social  Security 
assistance. 

Cronin  also  said  that  subjecting  people  to 
tighter  eligibility  standards  will  be 
expensive,  cutting  into  General  Relief 
funding  that  could  be  spent  to  assist  more 
people. 

“People  have  to  get  food,  shelter  and 
clothes  one  way  or  another,”  Kessler  said.  “If 
they  can’t  get  these  things  through  General 
Relief  assistance,  they  may  have  to  steal 
them.” 

‘It  looks  very  bleak’ 

While  Weld’s  budget  proposals  to  date 
have  made  little  mention  of  Medicaid  cuts, 
Cronin  said  he  fears  legislators  will  turn  to 
this  program  in  order  to  make  substantial 
reductions.  At  stake  are  Optional  Medicaid 
Services,  which  include  coverage  for  clinic 
services,  prescription  drugs,  transportation, 
private  duty  nursing  services,  personal  care 
in  a  recipient’s  home,  and  home-  and 
community-based  services. 

“You  always  have  to  double  figures  when 
you  talk  about  Medicaid  reductions, 
reflecting  the  federal  reimbursements,” 
Cronin  cautioned.  The  $500  million 
legislators  might  try  to  save  in  cutting 
Medicaid  optional  services  could  translate 
into  a  $1  billion  dollar  loss  of  actual 
services. 

“Fifty  percent  of  people  with  AIDS 
depend  on  Medicaid  to  access  their  health 
care,”  Cronin  said.  “It  is  the  only  chance  for 
people  who  are  poor  to  stay  healthy.” 

Even  PWAs  whose  infiomes  are  above  the 
national  poverty  line  find  their  financial 
resources  quickly  spent  on  costly  treatments. 
Once  their  astronomical  health  bills  have  put 
them  40  percent  below  the  poverty  line,  they 
have  “spent  down”  and  are  eligible  for 
Medicaid. 

“If  you  are  purchasing  AZT  and  you  are 
on  a  $100  spend-down  program,”  Cronin 
said,  “you  usually  qualify  for  Medicaid  after 
one  or  two  purchases  of  the  drug.  AIDS 
makes  you  poor.” 

Without  Medicaid,  many  PWAs  would 
have  to  be  hospitalized  before  they  qualified 
for  medical  cost  coverage. 

“They  [PWAs]  can’t  get  private 
insurance,”  said  Michael  Miller,  associate 
director  of  Health  Care  for  All,  a  health 
advocacy  coalition.  “Those  people  would  no 
longer  be  Medicaid  eligible,  period,”  he  told 
GCN.  “The  only  thing  available  would  be 
the  Hospital  Free  Care  Pool." 

Kessler  cited  the  difficulties  that  cuts  in 
rent  and  fuel  assistance  will  cause.  “Finding 
affordable  housing  will  be  much  more 
difficult.  High  oil  bills  often  exceed  rents, 
which  are  already  exclusionary,”  he  said, 
adding,  “People  with  AIDS  are  vulnerable.  It 
looks  very  bleak.” 

“The  cuts  will  end  up  costing  the  state 
more  money,”  said  Cronin.  “People  get  sick 
anyway,  and  they  will  eventually  require 
hospitalization  and  treatment  at  a  far  greater 
expense.” 

ACT  UP,  AAC  and  other  Massachusetts 
AIDS  agencies  plan  to  hold  a  demonstration 
at  the  State  House  May  23.  Kessler  said  it 
will  be  “an  educational  fair  to  explain  to  the 
media  and  legislators  just  what  those  cuts 
mean.” 

“People  have  to  realize  that  there  are  more 
things  at  stake  than  the  Commonwealth’s 
bond  rating,”  said  Miller.  “These  are 
people’s  lives.”  Q 
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HEALING  SERVICE 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

May  14, 1991  •  7:30  PM 

Trinity  Church 

Copley  Square  •  Boston,  MA 

Sponsored  by  Ecumenical 
Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 
*ASL  Interpreted 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617) 353-1500 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

" Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R.  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  *595 
Demo  Disk:  *10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  SHIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


'V 

-  %  " '  wk  &  ' 

•  •:  •.  >:•:  >'  yyyyy. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  021 05 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


Quality 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 

▼  Boston  Wf 
617-361-1546  ▼ 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Now  you  can  get  the 
holistic  health  care 
you've  been  looking  for! 

Acupuncture 

Chiropractic 

Massage 

Polarity 

now  you'll  find  us  in  our  new 
facility  at  7  Haviland  St,  Boston 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 
617-267-0900 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Bos  lor.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  Si. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900*413 

ARCHITECTS 

MULLIKEN  ARCHITECTS  MC. 

161  Mass.  Ave..  Suite  312 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken,  AlA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK  S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  of 
your  auio  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)  868  3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  "Paris  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boyfston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02106 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  6  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shina  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL 

M  Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulrrxa. 
Compute  rve  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson.  LICSW 
(401)  861-6768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  3587512 
Clo6e  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  -  944-3341 . 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  tosses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)7387860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  M A  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  Individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacremento  St. 
CAmbridge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  4482329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROtPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)3581500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  & 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  B<*ton. 
24-hr.  service 1-800-383-2978 
MA  lie#  A7299  •  NH  He#  3697 
ME  lie# 3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  9284289 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBUSHNG  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  3581925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  M A  02118 
(617)  3385356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St..  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care.  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic. 
Massage.  Polarity 

7  Haviland  St.  Boston.  MA 
(617)267-0900  x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Sen/Ice 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  7782271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St..  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(508)  6887676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-filnV 
commls  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)  367-0414 


LEWI  MGER,  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hingham,  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston.  South  Shore 
to  Provincetown 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
"Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce"  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  446-7872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  ,  MA  02130 

(617)  522-4600 

Trisha  Solio.  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  RKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 ,  Cambridge,  M  A 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  187,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWtfS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths,  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast,  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach.  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Carrtoridge,  M A  021 39 
(617)  497-7200  Th.  4.  PM-2 
AM.  F4PM-2AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM 


Quality 

Printing 


for 


a 

change 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  *02130 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


- 

LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 

LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 

BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 

CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 

Subscribers 

Celebrate  yourself  by  taking  advantage  of  our 
special,  low  rates!  Renew  your  subscription 
today  and  you  can  send  Gay  Community 

News  to  your  friends  for  as  little  as  $10! 

It's  Cheap  and  Easy! 

Turn  to  the  back  page  for  details. 

Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hefpine 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston.  Massachusetts  *02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  •  FAX  (61 7)  442-6439 
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A  lesbian  chronicle 
of  coming  out  as  a 
union  activist 


Once  I 
became  a 
union 
organizer,  I 
quickly 
learned  that 
other  lesbian 
and  gay 
workers  did 
not  make  the 
same 

connection 

between 

having  a 

union  and 

having 

protection 

against 

discrimination 

based  on 

sexuality. 


1  n  1984  when  I  went  to  work 
as  a  secretary  at  Boston 
University  (BU),  I  had  no 
idea  that  the  next  years  of  my 
life  would  be  committed  to 
working  in  the  labor 
movement.  Shortly  after 
beginning  my  employment  at 

I _ I  BU’s  School  of  Social  Work, 

I  was  approached  by  a  union  activist  to  sign 
a  card  and  join  the  union,  District  65/United 
Auto  Workers.  Although  I  had  never  been  in 
a  union,  it  took  only  a  short  period  of  time 
working  for  BU  before  I  was  ready  to  jump 
in  and  become  an  activist  in  my  department. 

It  was  also  contract  negotiations  time  and 
a  group  of  us  lesbian  and  gay  union  sisters 
and  brothers  decided  to  get  together  and 
organize  a  lesbian  and  gay  workers  caucus. 
Our  goals  were  to  get  the  words  “sexual 
orientation”  added  to  our  contract’s  non¬ 
discrimination  clause  and  to  try  and  get 
domestic  partnership  benefits  for  lesbian  and 
gay  workers  and  non-traditional  families. 

Because  BU’s  president  John  Silber  (the 
one  time  Mass,  gubernatorial  candidate)  was 
known  for  his  homophobia  as  well  as  his 
union  busting,  we  knew  any  victory  in  this 
arena  was  a  long  shot.  In  addition  to 
implementing  a  widespread  campaign  to 
educate  the  membership  about  these  issues, 
our  strategy  included  bringing  David 
Scondras,  openly-gay  Boston  City  Council 
member  to  the  bargaining  table  as  well  as 
using  the  then-recently  passed  Boston 
Human  Rights  Ordinance  that  made  it  illegal 
to  discriminate  against  lesbian  and  gay 
workers.  It  was  quite  an  exciting  time  to  be  a 
queer  union  member  working  at  BU. 

During  the  negotiations  process  we  agreed 
to  give  up  our  demand  for  domestic 
partnership  benefits.  The  sexual  orientation 
language,  however,  was  something  we  held 
onto  until  the  end.  Once  it  became  apparent 
that  Silber  would  refuse  to  include  the  words 
“sexual  orientation,”  we  agreed  to  a  counter¬ 
offer:  a  new  non-discrimination  clause  that 
stated  that  the  contract  would  abide  by  all 
federal,  state  and  city  laws  and  ordinances. 
This  gave  employees  union  protection  if 
discriminated  against  on  the  basis  of  any 
category  listed  in  a  law  or  ordinance,  which 
in  Boston  included  sexual  orientation. 

This  struggle  was  certainly  helped  by  the 
fact  that  three  of  the  eight  negotiating  team 
members  were  lesbians  or  gay  men.  Also  of 
great  importance  was  the  organizing  our 
straight  union  sisters  and  brothers  did  to 
educate  the  work  force  and  make  the 
struggle  for  lesbian  and  gay  rights  a  union¬ 
wide  fight.  This  experience  taught  me  that 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation  went  hand  in  hand 
with  union  organization  and  the 
empowerment  of  working  people. 

Because  my  entrance  to  the  labor 
movement  came  through  organizing  for 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  benefits,  I  had  an 
extremely  positive  view  of  the  role  unions 
could  play  in  guaranteeing  rights  for 
homosexual  workers.  Unions  can  provide  an 
immediate  avenue  for  retribution  at  work — 
quite  different  from  the  process  of  pursuing  a 
costly  and  drawn-out  case  with  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  or  the  Attorney  General’s 
office.  Once  I  became  a  union  organizer,  I 
quickly  learned  that  other  lesbian  and  gay 
workers  did  not  make  the  same  connection 
between  having  a  union  and  having 
protection  against  discrimination  based  on 
sexuality.  After  all,  most  of  us  have  grown 
up  in  an  anti-union  culture  with  an 
individualistic  work  ethic  held  up  as  the 
norm,  the  idea  that  people  should  get  ahead 
by  themselves  without  working  collectively. 

In  1987  I  decided  to  facilitate  a  workshop 
at  the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival  for 
Lesbians  in  Unions.  For  some  unknown 
reason,  the  conference  organizers  scheduled 
our  workshop  to  meet  in  the  same  place  and 
immediately  following  a  workshop  called 
Lesbians  Who  Wear  Blue  Suits— a  workshop 
for  lesbian  professionals.  It  was  no  surprise 
that  the  transition  from  their  workshop  to 
ours  did  not  go  smoothly. 

As  the  attendees  for  the  union  workshop 
started  to  walk  up  to  the  site,  some  of  ihe 
“professionals"  started  to  bait  us  about  the 
space,  saying  shouldn’t  we  negotiate  with 
them  for  the  space,  and  asking  us  if  we  were 
going  to  picket,  or  maybe  even  go  on  strike 
to  make  them  leave.  We  were  mostly 
shocked  at  their  attitude  and  at  what  they 
clearly  felt  was  acceptable  behavior.  It  left 
many  of  us  questioning,  not  for  the  first  time, 
our  alliances:  class  and  union  alliance  vs.  our 
lesbian  community  alliance. 

Organizing  lesbian/gay  workers 

I  was  still  operating  under  the  assumption, 
perhaps  naively,  that  once  other  queers  were 
exposed  to  a  pro-union,  pro-worker 
perspective,  they  would  come  to  a 
conclusion  similar  to  mine.  After  becoming  a 
staff  organizer  for  District  65/UAW,  I  found 
out  I  was  wrong.  I  was  assigned  to  assist 
employees  interested  in  organizing 


themselves  into  a  union.  One  group  I  worked 
with  was  the  clerical  and  para-professional 
staff  at  the  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

Being  a  lesbian  union  organizer  at  Berklee 
was  quite  a  unique  experience.  One  of  the 
top  managers  in  the  personnel  department 
was  a  lesbian,  and  many  of  the  staff  were 
lesbians  or  gay  men.  Although  I  felt  the  dyke 
manager  provided  a  particular  contradiction,  I 
was  excited  at  the  relatively  large  number  of 
lesbian/gay  workers.  I  thought  that  gay  and 
lesbian  workers  would  strongly  support  the 
union  in  the  face  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  the 
subsequent  rise  in  employment 
discrimination  against  homosexuals,  and  the 
general  need  for  protection  against  arbitrary 
work  changes.  This  campaign  took  place  in 
1987,  before  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Civil  Rights 
Bill  had  been  passed  in  Massachusetts,  and 
non-union  lesbian  and  gay  workers  had  very 
little  protection. 

The  lesbian  employees  at  Berklee  came 
through  with  strong  support  for  the  union 
both  as  activists  in  the  campaign  and  as  “yes” 
votes  in  the  election  (except  for  the  lesbian 
manager  in  Personnel  who  took  an  active  role 
in  running  the  anti-union  campaign  and 
discouraging  workers  from  voting  for  the 
union).  The  gay  men,  however,  mostly  voted 
against  the  union.  Was  it  a  lack  of  class 
consciousness?  Was  it  a  strong  attachment  to 
maintaining  an  individualistic  work  life?  As  a 
lesbian  organizer,  I  felt  I  did  the  best  I  could 
to  make  the  connection  between  having  a 
union  and  having  basic  rights  as  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  But  something  had  failed  to 
transfer.  The  union  lost  at  the  Berklee 
College  of  Music  by  three  votes. 


Members  from  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  speak  at  labor  banquet 


Queer  trade  unionists  organize 

In  the  face  of  these  and  many  other 
isolated  victories  and  setbacks,  lesbian  and 
gay  labor  activists  began  organizing 
themselves  into  a  stronger  political 
movement.  Various  queer  labor 
organizations  started  up  to  address  the  lack 
of  union  awareness  in  the  lesbian/gay 
community  and  to  deal  with  homophobia  in 
the  labor  movement. 

In  New  York  City,  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Labor  Network  (LGLN),  emerged  around  the 
Coors  beer  boycott  to  keep  Coors  from 
coming  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  bars.  LGLN 
along  with  a  group  from  California, 
organized  the  first-ever  lesbian/gay  labor 
reception  at  the  AFL-CIO  headquarters  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  during  the  1987  March  on 
Washington.  Over  600  labor  activists  packed 
the  event,  among  them  many  straight  labor 
leaders  who  came  to  offer  their  greetings  and 
support.  In  Boston,  lesbian  and  gay  labor 
activists  who  had  been  meeting  as  a  support 
group  began  to  organize  into  a  more  activist 
organization.  Thus,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Labor  Activists  Network  (GALLAN)  was 
bom. 

In  addition  to  participating  in  public 
events,  lesbian/gay  union  members  have 
fought  and  won  some  of  the  earliest 
struggles  for  domestic  partnership  benefits  in 
their  contracts.  Workers  at  the  Village  Voice 
receive  health  coverage  for  spouse 
equivalents  as  an  outcome  of  contract 
negotiations.  The  Committee  of  Interns  and 
Residents  Staff  Union  in  New  York  City  was 
able  to  negotiate  a  joint  hospital-union  health 
plan  that  covers  spousal  equivalents.  Public 
sector  workers  in  union  locals  throughout  the 
country  have  won  the  right  to  take 
bereavement  and  sick  leave  for  members  of 
the  same  house.  Many  other  unions  are 
attempting  to  negotiate  for  access  to 
additional  kinds  of  domestic  partnership 
benefits  such  as  pension  plans,  credit  unions, 
and  discounted  merchandise  or  services 
offered  by  the  employer. 


Coming  out  in  the  labor  movement 

While  lesbian  and  gay  workers  have 
become  more  and  more  of  a  visible  force 
within  the  labor  movement,  we  still  remain 
invisible  to  some  of  our  progressive  union 
brothers  and  sisters.  This  proved  true  at  the 
recent  Labor  Notes  conference  held  in 
Detroit  April  19-21,  1991.  Every  two  years 
Labor  Notes  (a  monthly  publication) 
organizes  a  conference  that  draws  over  1000 
progressive  activists  from  North  and  Central 
America,  and  other  countries  around  the 
world.  These  activists  come  together  to  share 
their  experiences  and  strategies  and  to  plan 
for  the  future  of  the  labor  movement 


The  theme  of  Labor  Notes  is  to  put  the 
“movement"  back  in  the  labor  movement. 
Struggles  typically  highlighted  in  the 
publication  include  rank  and  file  insurgency 
movements  and  democratic  struggles  within 
unions  to  make  them  more  accountable  to 
the  membership.  For  the  past  three 
conferences,  lesbian  and  gay  workers  have 
been  pressuring  Labor  Notes  to  acknowledge 
our  existence  and  contributions  to  the  labor 
movement,  and  to  recognize  that  we  are 
another  oppressed  group  not  fully  accepted 
by  our  unions. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  deal  with 
“progressives”  who  won’t  extend  their 
analysis  to  groups  they  deem  irrelevant. 
“Our  interests  are  connected  and  related,” 
said  Patti  Roberts,  a  conference  attendee, 
labor  educator  and  the  Acting  Director  of  the 
National  Center  for  Lesbian  Rights  “People 
do  not  come  to  being  pro-union  from  reading 
the  newspaper.  Lesbian  and  gay  union 
members  and  activists  who  are  out  there 
organizing  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
can  only  help  strengthen  the  labor 
movement.” 

A  large  number  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
came  from  around  the  country  to  this  year’s 
Labor  Notes  conference.  This  was  partially 
due  to  the  large  number  of  queers  in 
leadership  positions  in  unions,  and  partially 
due  to  an  increased  outreach  effort  on  the 
part  of  GALLAN  to  bring  more  friends.  To 
help  with  this  outreach,  I  organized  activists 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  to  be  part  of  a 
workshop  called  “Organizing  for  Domestic 
Partnership  Benefits.”  Lesbian  labor  activists 
from  San  Francisco,  Oakland,  New  York 
City  and  Boston  joined  the  panel  and 
presented  domestic  partnership  benefits  work 
they  are  doing  in  their  unions  around  this 
issue. 

In  addition  to  the  panel,  we  had  a  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Workers  Caucus.  We  advocated  for 
a  time  slot  during  the  first  night  of  the 
conference,  so  that  we  could  get  to  know 
each  other  early  on.  Each  new  person  that 
walked  into  the  caucus  entered  the  room 
with  a  smile,  as  if  they  were  finally  coming 
home  after  searching  for  family  throughout 
the  evening. 

There  were  folks  from  all  over  the 
country,  Canada  and  Mexico.  There  were 
nurses,  mail  handlers,  electricians, 
secretaries,  steel  workers,  state  workers  and 
bus  drivers.  Most  of  us  were  rank  and  file 
workers,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
previous  or  current  elected  union  leadership. 
And  many  of  us  were  out  in  our  unions  and 
in  our  work  places. 

This  caucus  differed  from  lesbian  and  gay 
caucuses  held  at  earlier  Labor  Notes 
conferences  since  many  of  the  attendees 
were  active  in  both  lesbian  and  gay  issues  in 


I  learned  that 
lesbian 
and  gay 
liberation  goes 
hand  in  hand 
with  union 
organization 
and  the 
empowerment 
of  working 
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their  unions  and  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  Unlike  previous  conferences 
(where  many  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  workers 
were  not  out  to  the  co-workers  they  had 
come  with),  a  majority  of  this  group  was  out 
to  everyone.  It  felt  exciting  and  powerful  to 
be  sitting  in  a  room  of  creative,  talented  and 
committed  trade  unionists  who  were  all 
queer. 

Many  individuals  reported  that  they  had 
started  lesbian  and  gay  committees  in  their 
unions  and  were  actively  working  on 
addressing  homophobia  at  work  and  in  their 
union.  There  was  also  discussion  of  the 
contradictions  we  face  living  and  working  in 
two  distinct  communities.  Janis  Borchardt,  a 
Greyhound  bus  driver,  vice-president  of 
ATU  Local  1225  and  lesbian  activist  from 
San  Francisco,  has  been  coordinating  the 
Greyhound/Trailways  bus  strike  for  Northern 
California  and  Nevada  since  the  workers 
went  out  in  March,  1990.  Part  of  the  strike 
strategy  has  been  doing  outreach  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  to  honor  the  bus 


boycott.  Borchardt  stated,  ‘This  past  summer 
we  brought  a  large  contingent  of  straight 
drivers  to  march  at  the  Gay  Day  Parade  to 
express  solidarity.  Unfortunately,  after  the 
parade  was  over  hundreds  of  lesbian  and  gay 
men  crossed  right  through  our  picket  line  to 
get  on  Greyhound/Trailways  buses  to  go 
home.  As  a  lesbian,  it  was  an  extremely 
demoralizing  moment." 

Members  from  the  two  active  lesbian/gay 
labor  groups — LGLN  and  GALLAN 
— discussed  activities  in  their  cities.  While 
LGLN’s  recent  work  has  focused  on 
organizing  gay/lesbian  committees  in  unions 
to  push  for  domestic  partnership  benefits, 
putting  out  a  newsletter  and  publishing  their 
book,  Pride  At  Work ,  (reviewed  in  GCN, 
Nov.  3-9,  1990)  GALLAN’s  work  has 
focused  more  on  organizing  and  education 
within  both  the  lesbian  and  gay  and  labor 
movements  around  issues  that  have 
significance  to  both  communities.  In  1990, 
for  example,  GALLAN  organized  unions 
and  labor  activists  to  sponsor  and  walk  in  the 
From  All  Walks  Of  Life  AIDS  walkathon. 

Even  though  there  were  exciting  reports  of 
organizing  throughout  the  labor  movement 
in  North  and  Central  America,  there  was  a 
clear  lack  of  ongoing  information  sharing 
and  communication.  We  therefore  decided  to 
launch  an  international  organization  called 
Lavender  Labor — International  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Labor  Network.  As  Andrea  Davis,  a 
nurse  from  SEIU  Local  616  in  Oakland, 
Calif.,  put  it,  “We  need  to  look  beyond 
passing  individual  resolutions  around 
homophobia  at  our  union  conferences. 
Having  a  national  network  will  give  us  a 
visible  and  necessary  everyday  presence 
within  the  labor  movement  at  large.” 

Goals  for  the  network  include  sharing 
news,  information,  organizing  struggles  and 
contract  language.  “For  me,  organizing  this 
network  is  very  important,”  said  Daniel 
Cohen,  a  member  of  Voz  Hermana,  an  AIDS 
activist  group  doing  work  with  unions  in 
Mexico.  “I  was  unaware  of  the  amount  of 
work  lesbian  and  gay  men  are  doing  in  the 
union  movement  in  North  America.  It’s 
important  for  us  in  Mexico  to  see  this  so  we 
are  inspired  to  start  doing  similar  work  back 
home.” 

Members  expressed  interest  in  organizing 
a  conference  for  lesbian  and  gay  trade 
unionists  to  come  together  to  meet,  exchange 
information  and  set  a  more  detailed  agenda. 
The  network  is  also  designed  to  help 
legitimize  the  relevance  of  unions  to  lesbian 
and  gay  workers  and  to  help  get  news  about 
labor  struggles  out  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community. 

To  initiate  this  process  we  decided  to 
approach  the  Labor  Notes  staff  about  letting 
us  speak  for  two  minutes  at  the  Saturday 
night  conference  banquet.  Because  the 
keynote  speaker  was  Teamsters  presidential 
insurgency  candidate  Ron  Carey,  we  knew 
the  hall  would  be  full  of  teamsters  and  other 
labor  friends  representing  the  more 
mainstream  current  in  the  movement.  These 
were  the  exact  folks  we  wanted  to  talk  to. 
Some  of  us  went  off  to  approach  the  Labor 
Notes  staff  and  some  of  us  went  off  to  write 
the  statement. 

Not  surprisingly  we  met  with  extreme 
resistance  from  Labor  Notes.  And  although 
“not  enough  time”  was  given  as  the  official 
reason  for  denying  us  space  at  the  banquet, 
the  Labor  Notes  staff  appeared  fearful  that 
allowing  us  to  speak  might  alienate  much  of 
their  traditional  base  of  support:  white, 
straight,  men  from  industrial  sector  trade 
unions  in  the  Midwest.  Too  bad. 

Labor  Notes  proposed  that  instead  of 
speaking  Saturday  night  we  speak  at  the 
Sunday  morning  Women’s  Plenary,  or  at  the 
summary  section  of  the  conference  Sunday 
afternoon.  It  was  unlikely  that  the  brothers 
and  sisters  we  most  wanted  to  reach  would 
be  attending  either  of  those  events,  so  we 
stuck  to  our  original  proposal  and  continued 
negotiating — or  pressuring — Labor  Notes 
staff  to  let  us  speak. 

Many  of  the  Caucus  members  were 
furious  at  the  disrespect  with  which  our 
request  had  been  met  and  were  ready  to 
organize  an  action.  Some  folks  wanted  to 
rush  the  podium  and  take  over  the 
microphone  and  were  even  organizing 
straight  supporters  to  chant  “let  them  speak" 
if  they  saw  us  moving  toward  the  stage. 

“Here  we  are  at  a  progressive  conference 
with  a  progressive  organization  and  we  are 
having  to  fight  for  time,"  said  Andrea  Davis. 
“It’s  amazing  that  we  represent  such  a  threat 
to  them  that  they  don’t  want  to  let  us  speak.” 

Finally,  after  some  very  difficult  and 
heated  discussions,  the  conference  organizer 
told  us  that  we  “could  have  our  two  minutes, 
but  that  we’d  never  be  invited  back  to  Labor 
Notes  again.”  As  if  we  were  invited  in  the 
first  place!  He  eventually  returned  to  vaguely 
apologize  for  what  had  been  said. 

We  decided  to  have  two  Caucus  members, 
Tess  Ewing,  a  GALLAN  member  from 
Boston,  and  Scott  Beveridge,  a  member  of 
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Lesbians  and  Bisexual  Women: 


We  re  Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  Since  1971,  we've  been 
serving  members  of  New  England's  gay  and  lesbian  community  with 
a  full  range  of  compassionate,  expert  health  care  services. 


When  you  come  to  Fenway, 
you'll  always  work  with 
the  same  team  of  out¬ 
standing  health  care  professionals  who  are  responsive  to  your  needs. 


We  Want  To  Be 

Your  Health  Care  Provide : 


Our  services  include: 


•  Routine  Physical  Examinations 

•  Preventive  Health  Care 

•  Acute  Care  for  Episodic  Illnesses 

•  Management  of  Chronic  Illness 

•  HIV  Care 

•  Screening  and  Management  of 
Hypertension,  Cholesterol,  and 
Diabetes 


•  Breast  Exams 

•  Pap  Smears 

•  Gyn  Care 

•  Nutrition  Evaluation 

•  Stress  Management 

•  STD  Diagnosis  and 
Treatment 


Visit  us  at  our  beautiful  new  health  center  —  New  England's  only 
freestanding  facility  dedicated  to  providing 
our  community  with  affordable,  quality 
health  care.  Give  us  a  call  at:  (617)  267-0900. 


—  k  t  .untuwmn  I  Ic.ilthC  enter 

:  Fenway 


Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115. 


Are  you  a  twin , 
or  Do  you  have 
an  adoptive  sister? 


If  you  are  a  lesbian  or  a  bisexual  woman,  and  you  have  a 
female  twin  (either  identical  or  non-identical);  or  if 
you  have  an  adoptive  or  genetically  unrelated  sister,  we 
would  like  to  talk  to  you  about  participating  in  a  national 
study  of  the  development  of  sexual  orientation.  We  would 
like  to  talk  to  you  regardless  of  the  sexual  orientation 
of  your  twin  or  adoptive  sister.  Participants  will  be 
paid  $25.00.  (Principal  Investigators:  Dr.  Michael  Bailey 
and  Ms.  Yvonne  Agyei,  Department  of  Psychology, 
Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  Illinois). 


Please  call  the  Family  Studies  Laboratory  collect  at: 

708-491-4239  9  to  5,  weekdays  or 

708-866-0924  after  9:00  p.m.,  CST 


Friday,  May  17 
7-9  PM 

and 

the  Kickoff  Party 
for 

Boston’s  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Weeks 
Saturday,  May  18 
7-10  PM 

338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  Floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
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JUNE  8th  1991 


4th  Annual 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride 


KICKOFF  PARTY 


MAY  18,  1991 
7-10PM 


$5  Donation  Requested  Hors  d’oeuvres  served 

To  benefit  the  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Committee. 

For  more  information,  call  (617)  262-3149 


338  Newbury  Street,  2nd  Floor 
Boston,  MA 


Live  entertainment  both  nights! 

Light  Jazz  with  the  Karen  Baidas  sore  Trio  on  Friday  Evening 
Light  Rock  with  Lea  Zicari  on  Saturday 


Live  entertainment! 

Light  rock  with  Lea  Zicari 

$5  Donation  Requested  Hors  Deouvres  served 


To  benefit  the  Boston  Lesbian  <Sc  Gay  Pride  Committee. 
For  more  information,  call  (617)  262-3149 
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Gay  Men  &  Sex  In  Boston: 
What  Are  We  Doing? 

Forum  to  discuss 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee's 
"Survey  of  Gay  and  Bisexual  Men" 


S  U  R  V  E 


•  What  we  know  vs.  what  we  do 

•  Reasons  for  unsafe  sex 

•  Unsafe  anal  sex:  among  HTV-  &  HTV+  gay  men  < 

•  Federal  policy,  funding  restrictions  &  our  lives 

•  What  this  means  for  you 

✓ 

Tuesday,  June  4,  1991 
6:30-8:30  PM 
Boston  Public  Library 

Rabb  Auditorium 
666  Boylston  Street,  Boston 

Panelists: 

Michael  Cronin 
ACT  UP  and  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance 
Belinda  Rochelle 
Health  Issues  Lobbyist.  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
Jack  Vondraa 

Manager  of  Community  Education. 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee 

Moderator: 

Jim  Brinning 

Gay  Male  Health  Educator, 

AIDS  ACTION  Committee 


sponsored  by  the  AIDS 
ACTION  Committee 
For  more  information  call: 
(617)  437-6200.  ext.  499 
Free  admission.  Everyone 
welcome! 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  TO  US! 

INDIGO'S  2ND  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION  •  THURSDAY,  MAY  16 
FREE  ADMISSION  All  NIGHT  LONG  •  WIN  TICKETS  TO  SEE 
WHITNEY  HOUSTON,  THE  INDIGO  GIRLS  AND  MORE 

SUMMER  FUN  STARTS  WITH  THE 
BEST  IN  UVE  ENTERTAINMENT!!! 

THIS  SATURDAY!  (MAY  1 1)  •  TRET  FURE  WITH  CHRIS  DE  PINTO  •  8  PM 
JUNE  8  •  VIRGINIA  &  THE  WOLE  •  (All  WOMEN  ROCK  BAND)  •  8  PM 
JUNE  1 6  •  THERESA  TRUli  IN  CONCERT  WITH  JOHN 
BUCCHINO  AND  EXTRA  SPECIAL  GUEST  M'USS 
JUNE  29*  FROM  NY  -T1GRESSA  AND  ADULT 
Ea&SP  CHILDREN  OF  HETEROSEXUALS  •  8  PM 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM  2AM,  Sal  9PM-2AM 

823  Main  Street.  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


Continued  from  bickpagt 


then  offered  (threatened)  to  appear  in  person 
to  appeal  our  gay  rage  case;  consequently. 
Fag  Rag  received  grants  in  the  fall  of  '74, 
’75,  *76,  '77  and  the  spring  of  ’80.  But  the 
winds  of  reaction  were  gathering.  In  1976,  a 
new  CCLM  director  had  to  fight  the  NEA 
for  funding  of  little  mags.  “One  of  the 
reasons  we  were  given,"  he  wrote,  for  the 
attempt  to  cut  off  CCLM’s  grant,  was  that  its 
participatory  program  “created  too  much 
trouble  and  turmoil  among  the  membership.” 

Fag  Rag  questioned  some  of  the  literary 
standards  of  the  small  presses  no  less  than 
the  grand  presses.  They  lived  by  a  system  of 
mutual  back-scratching:  “You  support  our 
grant/publication/whatever,  we’ll  support 
you.”  In  order  to  counter  some  of  these 
politics,  Fag  Rag  adopted  a  rule  of  not 
printing  reviews  or  interviews  since  they 
were  too  often  disguised  advertisements  or, 
at  best,  celebrity  self-promotion. 

That  rigorously  pure  stand  soon  gave  way 
to  our  sponsoring  an  affiliate  publication,  the 
Boston  Gay  Review.  They  were  two 
independent  rags  but  they  overlapped  and  the 
initial  issues  of  BGR  were  funded  entirely  by 
Fag  Rag.  On  its  own  the  BGR  sold  slowly.  I 
asked  the  manager  at  the  East  Side 
Bookstore  (which  was  then  selling  about  a 
hundred  Fag  Rags)  why  they  hadn’t  sold  a 
single  issue  of  BGR.  “The  word  ‘gay?’”  I 
asked;  “No,”  he  answered,  “the  ‘Boston’ 
kills  it.” 

Boston  Gay  Review  published  many 
reviews  of  lesbian  and  gay  books.  The 
publication  set  a  high  standard  in  reviews  of 
poetry,  which  have  only  recently  been 
equaled  by  The  James  White  Review  from 
Minnesota.  And  while  the  CCLM  shut  off 
Fag  Rag  for  causing  too  much  “trouble  and 
turmoil,”  they  funded  BGR. 

The  group  that  put  out  BGR  not  only 
overlapped  with  Fag  Rag,  but  the  two  also 
overlapped  with  the  Good  Gay  Poets  group. 
William  Burroughs  and  John  Giomo  had 
done  a  benefit  reading  in  Boston  for  Fag 
Rag,  which  had  led  to  the  publication  of  a 
volume  of  my  own  and  of  Sal  Farinella’s 
San  Francisco  Experience.  That  book  had 
then  led  to  John  Wieners’  Behind  the  State 
Capitol  in  1975.  In  1976,  the  Good  Gay 
Poets  received  a  grant  directly  from  the  NEA 
for  publishing  six  books  of  poetry.  That  was 
followed  in  1978  with  another  NEA  grant  to 
Fag  Rag  for  the  publication  of  Arthur 
Evans’s  Witchcraft  and  the  Gay 
Counterculture,  which  had  appeared  serially 
in  Fag  Rag. 

One  of  the  major  problems  with 
government  grants  and  of  government 
surveillance  has  been  the  tracking.  Even 
CCLM  had  to  report  in  1974;  “We’ve  been 
audited  four  times,  and  we  are  an  open  book 
to  the  [National]  Endowment  [for  the  Arts], 
the  New  York  State  Council  on  the  Arts,  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service,  the  General 
Accounting  Office,  the  New  York  State 
Department  of  Social  Services  and  the  New 
York  State  Attorney  General’s  Office.”  Files! 
Files!  These  not  only  generate  information 
for  government  agencies  but  they  also  train 
people  to  think  in  terms  of  double  entry 
bookkeeping.  Andy  Warhol’s  clever 
exploitation  of  the  government  demand  for 
monitoring  his  life  resulted  in  his 
delightfully  name-filled  and  profit-making 
diaries.  But  the  vitiated  qualities  of  our  lives 
and  our  literatures  are  revealed  in  his  telling 
pages;  the  powers  that  be  would  have  us  all 
become  accountants  for  the  Office  of  Budget 
and  Management. 

Whatever  the  merits  of  grants,  government 
funds  for  Fag  Rag  ceased  quite  abruptly  with 
the  election  of  Ronald  Reagan.  Reagan 
simplified  the  NEA  so  that  artists  could 
clearly  identify  the  government  as  their  out- 
and-out  enemy.  All  magazines  and  artists 
should  be  self-supporting.  To  become  too 
dependent  (whether  on  government  or 
foundation  or  spouse  or  patron)  weakens 
efforts  to  become  self-supporting.  Fag  Rag 
for  better  or  worse  depends  on  the  voluntary 
labor  of  its  members  and  on  its  readers; 
publication  for  the  fun  of  it.  The  Fag  Rag 
Wllfli  editorial  defended  “self-indulgence, 
living  our  lives  for  ourselves,  following  our 
own  desires,  passions,  feelings.  The  opposite 
to  self-indulgence  is  denial,  the  theme  of  all 
gay  oppression.” 

Fag  Rag's  relationship  to  prisons  has  in 
many  ways  defined  the  publication;  we  have 
not  said  no  to  grant  support;  we  have  not 
said  no  to  individuals  who  have  donated 
money  to  keep  us  afloat.  But  we  have 
appealed  beyond  them  to  a  wider  audience, 
which  too  many  other  publications  avoid.  In 
every  issue  we  have  published  writings  from 
prisoners;  and  the  paper  is  sent  free  to  those 
incarcerated  in  prison,  mental  hospitals  or 
the  armed  forces. 

In  1972,  among  our  earliest  demands  was 
that  “All  lesbians  or  faggots  now  imprisoned 


for  any  ‘sex  crime’  (except  rape)  should  be 
released  immediately  from  brigs,  mental 
hospitals  or  prisons.  They  should  be 
compensated  at  S2.50  an  hour  for  each  hour 
of  confinement  and  all  records  of  their 
incarcerations  should  be  destroyed.” 

The  group  has  taken  up  the  cases  of  many 
prisoners  such  as  Eddie  Rastillini,  who  was 
arrested  in  1970  on  trumped  up  boy-love 
charges,  and  then  killed  in  prison  under  so- 
called  “suspicious  conditions.”  The  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts  refused 
even  to  consider  his  case  and  another  more 
conservative  gay  group  maintained  that 
Rastillini  was  where  he  belonged. 

The  link  between  the  sex  radicals  of  Fag 
Rag,  the  movement  of  Chairman  Mao  and 
the  more  acceptable  gay  movement  is  now 
epitomized  in  Mike  Riegle  who  has 
dedicated  years  to  the  Red  Book  Prison 
Project,  the  GCN  Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner 
Project  and  the  Fag  Rag.  (He  was  also 
GCN' s  office  manager  for  over  a  decade.) 
Prisoners  are  not  likely  soon  to  take  a  cruise 
to  the  Caribbean,  take  in  a  play  in  New  York 
or  buy  a  new  waterfront  condominium  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  You  don’t  need  a  market 
researcher  to  tell  you  that  they  won’t  buy 
many  cases  of  Chilean  wines,  nor  a  new  car. 
Fag  Rag  doesn’t  pretend  to  “help”  prisoners, 
but  to  provide  a  place  where  this  gay  voice 
can  speak  and  be  heard  by  other  prisoners. 
Freddie  Greenfield  jumped  from  parole  onto 
the  collective;  for  ten  years  he  was  poetry 
editor  and  his  own  book  Were  You  Always  a 
Criminal?  was  published  by  Fag  Rag  just 
before  his  death  in  1989.  At  one  COSMEP 
meeting  in  Philadelphia  at  a  workshop  on 
prisoner  writings,  one  editor  complained  of 
the  “poor  quality”  of  writings  from  prisoners 
and  said  if  they  just  sent  in  something  good 
it  could  be  published.  Half  facetiously,  I 
answered,  “If  you  want  to  raise  the  quality  of 
prison-writing  then  you  should  do  some 
time.”  □ 

Unions 

Continued  from  centerspread 

SEIU  in  Toronto,  deliver  our  formal  two- 
minute  presentation  and  have  the  rest  of  us 
lesbians  and  gay  men  join  them  at  the 
podium  or  stand  up  at  our  tables.  When  the 
time  came  for  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Caucus  to 
speak,  many  of  us  were  quite  nervous.  Here 
we  were  coming  out  to  over  1000  trade 
unionists  from  around  the  world. 

When  first  introduced,  we  got  a  mild 
round  of  applause.  People  were  obviously 
wondering  what  was  happening  and  were 
curious  as  to  who  we  were  and  what  we 
looked  like.  But  as  our  Caucus  statement 
was  read,  the  crowd  become  increasingly 
more  vocal  in  their  support. 

For  those  of  us  standing  in  front  together, 
it  was  an  exhilarating  and  emotional 
moment  And  from  what  many  of  us  heard 
afterwards,  it  was  the  highlight  of  the 
conference.  We  were  joined  at  our  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Reception  that  night  by  many  of  our 
straight  supporters.  Labor  allies,  particularly 
from  the  Boston  area,  came  to  express  their 
support  and  excitement  at  what  we  had  done. 
Other  lesbian  and  gay  workers  whom  we  had 
yet  to  meet  also  came  to  the  reception,  now 
willing  to  reach  out  and  connect  with  the  rest 
of  us.  The  closet  door  was  finally  opened  at 
Labor  Notes. 

Organizing  in  the  future 

The  struggle  with  Labor  Notes  helped 
further  solidify  our  commitment  to  build  the 
Lavender  Labor  network,  and  to  continue 
our  educational  work  within  the  labor 
movement.  The  first  activity  will  be 
publishing  a  newsletter  for  international 
distribution.  Caucus  members  were  also 
encouraged  to  return  to  their  communities 
and  begin  organizing  local  or  regional 
networks  of  queer  labor  activists.  LGLN 
member  Vivienne  Freund  summed  it  up  by 
saying,  “It  was  a  great  eye-opener  to  come  to 
the  Labor  Notes  conference.  We’re  telling 
our  straight  brothers  and  sisters  that  we  can 
share  our  organizing  strategies  with  them; 
we  demand  our  place  at  the  table.” 

Coalition  politics  will  work  only  when  we 
examine  our  biases  and  ignorance  of  other 
movements  and  peoples.  At  a  time  when 
divisions  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
seem  to  reflect  the  political  fragmentation 
found  in  society  at  large,  we  must  look  to 
potential  allies  to  build  our  movement. 
Unions  can  be  such  an  ally  and  those  of  us 
who  are  activists  in  them  welcome  our 
lesbian  and  gay  sisters  and  brothers  to  sign 
up  and  come  out!  The  labor  movement  is  an 
exciting  place  to  do  gay  politics.  □ 

Lavender  Labor  be  can  reached  do 
G ALLAN,  P.O.  BOX  1450,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130. 
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YOU  MUST  BE  16  OR  OLDER 
$1  PER  MIN  •  $2  1st  MIN 
01990  REAL  PEOPLE.  LTD. 
PRICES  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE 
WITHOUT  NOTICE 
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Lfl  the  Gag  Connection  help  you  find  that  special  man  from  right  here  in  Boston. 
Speak  privately  one-on-one  with  other  gay  men,  and  with  our  rematch  feature, 
you  control  who  you  speak  with  while  maintaining  your  privacy. 

T o  listen  to,  or  leave  a  personal  ad  for  other  men  to  hear, 
try  the  all-male  Gay  Selections. 


GAY 

CONNECTION" 


GAY 

SELECTIONS'1 


1-900-38’-McAsTsC:!H4  1-900-370-2266 

Onl|  p*r  minute.  12  first  min.,  ft  each  add  I  minute. 

Probability  of  matching  verier.  Murt  b<  1!?  gears  or  older.  CJ  artel,  I  nr.,  1991 

Try  our  demo  »'*:  (617)  262-69S4  (one-on-one)  (617)  262-7272  (voice  personal*) 


SELECTION  OF 

HOT  MEN 
HOT  BODIES 

REAL  NUMBERS 
ALL  THE  TIME. 


$3/min 


USE  YOUR  MOUTH... 


CALLTHEfapINEI 

1-900TF.UN-1990 

VOICEMAIL  PERSONALS  AND  MORE 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in 
which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure  you 
have  the  correct  box  number! 


DAI  SEEKS  JOHN 

Dai  R.  Thompson  is  seeking  the  whereabouts  of 
John  Alexander  Stewart  Jt  DOB  12/12/71.  John, 
please  let  me  know  how  you  are  doing.  Love, 
Dai.  GCN  Box  699 


ANONYMOUS  COUNTERPART  AND  LOCAL 
LAWYER 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  1  wrote  back,  but  P.O. 
Box  was  closed.  Would  really  like  to  meet  you. 
Please  try  again.  Shy  Physicist,  Box  500  (ff  45) 


WLF  30s,  jewish,  fern,  slightly  overweight, 
intelligent,  sensitive,  affectionate,  humorous, 
honest,  etc.  Enjoys  domestic  life,  evenings  at 
home  with  you  and  friends,  weekend  trips.  Would 
like  to  meet  WLF  emotionally  mature  for  healthy 
fulfilling  relationship.  GCN  Box  633 


COLLEGE  RADIO? 

would  love  to  hear  the  latest  about  alternative 
electronic  media  Jot  it  down  and  dash  it  off  to 
Trix  Radio  c/o  GCN. 


PETE  AND  TONY 

Met  Key  West  Feb.  3rd — La  Ti  Da  Tea  Dance. 
Jeff  203-846-9890  or  203  222-5858  (42) 


DOCTOR  WHO  UKES  TO  BIKE  AND  WORKS 
TOO  MUCH 

Got  your  letter  too  late.  I  called  you,  but  the 
phone  has  been  disconnected.  I  found  this  quite 
disappointing.  I  would  very  much  like  to  meet 
you.  Please  try  to  contact  me  again.  Shy 
Physicist,  Box  500  (fr  45) 


GM  “bear”  29  1/2  wants  photo/video  used  jock- 
underwear/?  exchange.  Write:  Pig  Guy,  GCN  Box 
358 


JUST  FRIENDS 

New  to  the  area  or  just  want  to  meet  some  new 
friends??  We  are  a  discrete  L/couple  40+,  living 
ina  suburban  family  neighborhood.  We  would  like 
to  meet  some  new  friends  for  light  and  easy 
socializing,  informal  get  togethers.  No  causes,  no 
drugs,  just  discrete,  down  to  earth,  easy  going 
people  with  a  sense  of  humor.  We  would  like  to 
meet  the  same.  Male/female,  singles  or  couples, 
just  people,  just  friends.  Please  drop  us  a  line. 
Reply  Box  637.  (45) 


Alternative  Lifestyles 

1-900-740-6600 
Private  Mailboxes  $1.39  min 


HOT,  HARD  SAFE,  ADVENTURE... 

One  on  one  meeting  or  group  ACTION.  Don't  Do 
IT  alone!  REAL  MEN  CLUB.  DIAL  THIS 
NUMBER  NOW.  617-848-0027  (42) 


MS.  MATCH 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Tired  of  the  GAMES?  Try  this 
ALTERNATIVE..  MS.  MATCH  LESBIAN 
DATING  SERVICE. ..for  the  discriminating 
lesbian  and  her  friends.  Call  (508)  664-3962  LM. 

(43) 

FUN  AND  EASY  MONEY! 

X -citing  opportunities  foT  talented  gay  males! 
Needed:  writers  of  erotica,  masseurs,  escorts, 
photographers,  video  actors.  Talent  more 
important  than  looks.  Call  Scott — 1-900-234- 
6600  ($  3/min).  (43) 


Announcements 


GAY/LESBIAN  MARRIAGE? 

It  will  happen  from  grass  roots!!  Interested  in 
having  your  union  blessed  by  god  +  church? 
Ceremonies  arranged  with  independent  Catholic 
Church.  Call  227-5794  8AM  to  8PM.  (40) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1 455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121. 


War  Resisters  League  Training  Program  for 
Organizers.  August  9-18,  1991.  Cost:  $275-5450, 
sliding  scale.  Program  held  in  Western 
Massachusetts.  To  receive  an  application  and 
brochure,  contact  WRL,  339  Lafayette  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10012.  Apply  by  June  1. 


ADD  COMMUNITY  TO  YOUR  UFE 

Rose  Tree  Cohousing  group  is  planning  to  build  a 
rural  neighborhood  development  north  or  west  of 
Boston.  We  are  seeking  new  members.  Goals 
include  promoting  community  while  preserving 
privacy.  Individually  owned  residences  and 
shared  space  for  gardening,  play,  eating, 
socializing  are  planned.  Rose  Tree  is  actively 
seeking  a  diversity  of  age,  race,  physical  ability, 
sexual  preference  and  family  style.  Call  Katy 
Petersen:  (617)  876-5330. 
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BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 
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□  Business: 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Massage 


DEFINITIVE  MASSAGE 

The  ultimate  full  body  massage  for  the  discerning 
individual.  Discreet  experienced  masseur  will 
relieve  all  your  tensions.  $75.00  flat  fee.  Out  call 
only.  Serving  Boston/Hartford  617-262-4801 


Services 


BACK  BAV  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 
Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  ot  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


From 

San  Francisco 

MASTER  PIERCER 
RAELYN  GALLINA 

May  18  &H9  only 

Call: 

HUBBA  HUBBA 
492-9082 
or 

INNOVATIONS  IN 
LEATHER 


Help  Wanted 


FENW  AY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


We’re  Determined 
To  Make  A  Difference. 

Psychiatrist 

Part-time  position  (8  hours/week  minimum)  for 
BC/BE  psychiatrist  to  serve  as  Mental  Health  &  Ad¬ 
dictions  Services  Dept.  Medical  Director.  Clinical 
responsibility  for  intake  evaluations  and  case 
reviews  as  part  of  a  multidisciplinary  team.  Consult¬ 
ing  psychiatrist  to  Mental  Health  HIV  Evaluation 
team.  Consultation  liaison  with  medical  department 
for  psychopharmacology  evaluations  and  follow-up 
Gay  &  lesbian,  HIV  and  substance  abuse  ex¬ 
perience  required. 

Primary  Care  Nurse 

Full-time  position  in  HIV  Treatment  and  Nursing 
Care  Center  for  nurse  with  BSN,  one  year  medical 
or  surgical  nursing  experience,  home  or  ambulatory 
care,  and/or  chronic  illness  management  back¬ 
ground.  Providing  aerosol,  IV  and  oral  therapies; 
physical  assessments;  patient  education.  Willing  to 
work  as  part  of  an  interdisciplinary  team  that  in¬ 
cludes  other  nurses,  other  medical  professionals, 
social  workers,  etc.  Must  be  comfortable  with  a 
diverse  patient  population  that  includes  ethnic,  lin¬ 
guistic,  cultural  and  sexual  minorities.  Especially 
seeking  nurses  who  are  bilingual  in  Spanish  and/or 
French-Creole. 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  the  positions  above, 
please  forward  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to 
David  Passer,  Personnel  Coordinator, 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115.  No 

telephone  calls,  please.  FCHC  -  a  } 

is  committed  to  equal  opportunity  : -  3 

employment.  Women,  gay  men.  ■  — J 

lesbians,  and  people  of  color  are  encouraged  to 
apply. 


EDITOR/BUSINESS  MANAGER 

Dollars  &  Sense,  a  progressive  economics 
magazine,  seeks  a  3-  or  4-  day-a-week  staff 
member  to  handle  editorial  and  business 
reponsibilities.  Salary  based  on  $21,500  full-time 
equiv.,  full  medical  benefits,  four  weeks  paid  vac. 
People  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  Send 
resume,  and  writing  samples  to  Dollars  &  Sense, 
1  Summer  St.  Somerville,  Mass.  02143  (41) 


FUNDRAISER/ADMINISTRATOR 

must  be  reliable,  organized,  motivated  and 
diligent.  S24,000/yr.  Benefits.  Many  &  varied 
responsibilities.  Call  (617)  354-8807  or  send 
resume  to  Hiring  Committee,  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  Street,  Cambridge  MA  02139  by  Friday 
May  17.  Women  of  color  are  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply.  (4 1 ) 


SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Part  time  to  work  in  Gay  Dating  Service.  Flex 
hours,  must  have  transportation.  Call  before  10:00 
P.M.  at  617-592-2817.  A  Unique  Opportunity 


LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female 
professional  disabled  activist.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver's  license  and  be 
responsible,  mature,  and  energetic.  Live-in 
S200/wk.  Weekends,  SI  90  Cali  731  -6228  (49) 


PASTOR-EVANGEUCAL  CHURCH 

with  ministry  to  gay  and  lesbian  community  seeks 
qualified  candidate  to  serve  as  Pastor.  Send 
resume  to:  Pastoral  Search,  5521,  5th  Street,  N.E., 
Washington,  D.C.  20011  By  May  15th  (41) 


Proof¬ 

readers 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for 
Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are  interested  In 
proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting 
volunteer  opportunities  available  at  Gay 
Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient 
Back  Bay  office  In  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  MA  02116 


Apartments 


Nice  4room  apt.  in  lesbian  owned/occupied  3 
family.  Off  st.  parking,  hardwood  floors,  safe 
neighborhood  on  Malden/Melrose  line.  Near  T. 
Your  chance  to  live  in  “out”  environment  with 
privacy  and  “extended”  household.  Avail  6/1. 
Pets  poss.  Call  Karen:  321-3569  (43) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Gay  owned  and  occupied  home  2  1/2  bedroom  2 
bath  duplex  laundry  facilities-off  street  parking- 
convenient  to  orange  and  green  lines  S950 
including  utilities  call  (508)-994-1435  anytime. 

(41) 


Roommate 


Inman  Square  Cambridge  Friendly  mixed 
household  seeks  responsible  fourth.  Sunny 
hardwood  porches  W/D  redlinc  street  parking 
S300  call  Amy  661-6604  no  racists  sexists 
dogmatics.  (40) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN-NEAR  POND 

3  LF,  30+  seek  same  to  share  spacious,  sunny, 
gorgeous  house.  Two  rooms  of  your  own  plus  lots 
of  common  space.  Washer/dryer,  3  bathrooms. 
Cooperative;  drug/alcohol/smoke  free.  S350+ 
Available  June  1 .  524-8040  or  522-4720  (40) 

One  room  of  large  two-bedroom  apartment. 

$375/month  (negotiable).  First  week  June  through 
August.  On-street  parking.  Rafael  or  Joe.  776- 
3057.  (41) 


ASHMONT/ADAMS  VLG 

seek  3rd  rmmt  for  lg  bedroom  in  spacious,  sunny 
apt.  Safe  neighborhood-share  LR,  DR,  bath, 
kitchen,  w/d.  $288+  265-7220  lv  message  (42) 


3  lesbian  and  1  straight  woman  seek  fifth  to 

complete  friendly  househould.  Hardwood  floors, 
fireplace,  pseudoyard,  VCR,  MTV,  PMS.  One 
block  from  Portersquare  T.  No  pets,  non-smoking, 
semi-coop.  Room  $245+.  Call:  Julia,  Tracy, 
Marilyn,  Connie,  Regula  at  625-3314  available 
June  1991.  (nr40) 

PORTER  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  reliable  roommate  (25+)  to  share  E-Z 
going  household.  Washer/Dryer.  Nice  yard. 
$250+  util  a  must  seek.  Call  628-1 868  (lin) 


INMAN  SQ. 

Lf  seeks  2  more  to  complete  3BR  apt.  Lg  rooms, 
conv.  location,  sunny,  friendly.  Rent  only  $283, 
includuing  heat+  hot  water.  Both  rooms  avail. 
July  1st.  Cats  negot.  w/  landlord.  Call  Sarah  at 
776-5537 


LF  to  share  Nahant  oceanside  house.  Large 
space,  fireplace,  w/d,  jacuzzi,  parking  and  more. 
Easy,  quick  access  to  Boston.  $400  mo.  Call  617- 
592-8671  (44) 


VICTORIAN  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  spacious  house  with  professional 
lesbian  couple  and  son  age  3.  Near  T  smokefree, 
amenities.  Available  anytime,  now  or  start 
September  1.  $395/month  or  EXCHANGE 
ROOM  AND  BOARD  for  13  hours/week  help 
with  housework,  errands,  and  childcare.  254-5929 

(41) 


MELROSE 

Fun-loving  responsible  LF  and  mellow  cat  seek 
2LF  25+  to  share  huge  7room  duplex  w/ 
sunporch.  Off  street  parking.  No  smoke.  $300+. 
Available  June  1  or  possibly  earlier.  66-2622.  (42) 


Two  lesbians  seek  one  woman  to  share 
Cambridge  one  family  with  yard  near  T.  Summer 
sublet  possible  long  term.  No  pets  drugs  smoke. 
S265  497-7828  (42) 


LARGE  VICTORIAN  HOUSE 

GMC  seeking  GM  or  another  GMC  to  share  large 
home.  Own  room  with  PR IV.  BATH,  seconds  to 
T,  W/D  large  deck.  10  rooms  in  all.  Available 
immediately.  Contact  Charles  or  David.  265- 
8678.  (42) 


Multi-racial  semi-veggie  lesbian  household 
looking  for  2  roommates  in  Cambridge.  No 
smoking  or  pets.  Call  Lisa  or  Paula  at  864-4913. 
Avail  June  15.  (44) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommate 


Don't  forget! 

All  renewal  calls  must  be  made  by 
Friday  at  3  pm. 
CAMBRIDGEPORT 

LF  seeks  same  for  3  fir  rent-controlled  house. 
Backyard,  driveway,  near  T.  Other  species 
welcome.  $283  for  bedroom  and  study.  Call  661- 
6771 


NATICK 

LF  35  seeks  2  responsible  LF  to  share  house.  4 
BR,  2  BA,  Deck,  pool,  yard,  off  st.  parking, 
washer,  dryer  and  more  $375/mo  incl.  all.  Avail.  1 
May  508-653-3766  (41) 


SUMMER  SUBLET  AVAILABLE 

$300  plus  util,  fully  furnished  rm  w/  TV  in  gay 
home  available  May  1st  thru  Sept./Oct.  Full  use 
of  kitchen,  laundry  rm,  living  rm.  On  street 
parking,  1  block  from  T.  Red  line,  Shawmut  stop, 
Dorchester.  Call  Frank,  426-4469  days  10  AM- 
4PM. 


Lovely  apartment,  Milton-Dor.  T  &  expressway. 
2  LFs,  36  &  38  (anthropologist  and  writer)  No 
smoke/drugs.  Dog/cat,  no  more  animals.  $270+ 
825-2752 


SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44;  3  cats  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis 
convenient  4  bedrooms  porches  W/D  backyard. 
We  are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets. 
No  smokers.  Available  April  1.  Rent  $325+  625- 
4298 


BL  seeks  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny, 
convenient  Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with 
hardwood  floors  and  back  yard!  Must  be  neat  and 
responsible.  $315+  868-4907  (32) 


FITCHBURG  AREA 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country 
farmhouse  50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat, 
garden  space,  piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable. 
$300.  Barter  possible.  508-386-7737  (32) 


SOMERVILLE 

2LF,  2  cats  seek  L/Bi  F  for  homey  3BR  in  Winter 
Hill.  Big,  sunny  spaces,  porches,  parking. 
Friendly,  indpendent  living,  drug/smoke  free. 
$300+,  5/1.  623-5535. 


Summer  Rentals 


WELLFLEET,  CAPE  COD 

Garden  apartment,  steps  to  bay  beach.  Sleeps  two. 
$400/wk.  Please  call  1-508-349-6947.  (43) 


JP  SUBLET 

May  1 5-Aug  31 .  Great  LF  household-friendly  and 
fun  women  only!!  Pleasant,  furnished  room,  1/2 
bath.  T  convienient-Forest  Hills  $210+  util, 
(negotiable)  522-6148  (43) 


Movers 


Appleton  moving  company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246- 1905  (VI  9)9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-or  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  joumalixm  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  EL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  sober  non-smkg  GMs  seek  same  to  share  large 
fum.  7rm  apt  with  own  unfum  BR  w/d  near  T 
$275+  utils  share  expenses  call  524-7705  (38) 


Somerville,  3F,  friendly  and  radical  seek  IF,  any 

race,  any  sexual  preference,  for  coop.  No  smokers 
or  fiirry  pets,  202+,  623-5768 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. (ex) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 

UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+ .  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3 
T  lines!  $240  includes  heal.  Leave  message  739- 
6566  now.  (30) 


N  ALLSTON 

lM/lf  seek  resp.  prof,  person  to  share  furnished  3 
bedroom  apartment  in  2  family  house  near 
Harvard/  #66  bus.  Washer/Dryer  parking. 
$325/month  254-1955  (35) 

Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcom, 

recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or 
623-0703.  No  pels,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol. 

(23) 

3  LF  seek  4th  to  share  warm/friendly  home.  Close 

to  Orange/Green  line.  Semi  co-op.  We  have  a 
dog.  $225+  woodstove,  woodfloor,  plants.  Call 
522-9351  (34) 


2  LF  seek  M/F  roommate  25+,  near  Orange  line. 
W/D,  DW,  yard.  Seek  responsible  non-smoker, 
must  like  cats.  $320+  utilities.  Pagan  inquiries 
welcome.  628-7744  (34) 


WOLLASTON  BEACH  QUINCY 

GWM/Black  Lab  sk  quiet  responsible  GM  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt.  on  beach  short  walk  to  red  line 
working  fireplace,  hdwd  firs,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  parking,  much  more.  $325.00  plus 
1/2  utilities.  Available  now.  770-1197  Larry  leave 
message.  (38) 


QUIET  ST.  IN  JP 

3  LF's  seek  LF  for  semi-coop  250+  Low  utls. 
Near  T.  Great  sunny  house!  Friendly,  funky  folks, 
983-0599  Avail.  May  1st  poss.  earlier  (38) 

SOMERVILLE AEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets, 
drugs.  $275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216  (23) 


Roommate  wanted  for  laige,  sunny  2  bedroom, 
near  Tufts,  $350+,  no  smoking,  no  pets  776-1087 
_  (43) 

HAPPY  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

GF  seeks  GF/GM  for  bright  and  spacious  apt  in 
Brookline  3bedrms  Living  room  dining  room 
ElK.  Two  Large  decks.  Off  Street  Parking 
Hardwood  floors  $325  Plus  Utilities  734-1117 

(34) 

Two  LF  looking  for  lykable-dykeable  lesbo  3BR 

house  in  JP.  250+ ,  3  cats,  scmi-veg,  smoke  +  drug 
free,  near  T.  call  Susan  522-5123  Ashley  524- 
9961  (34) 

Dorchester-Two  political  lesbians  one  Jewish  one 

Jockish  want  LF  to  share  house  with  large  yard 
and  porch.  One  block  from  Ashmont  T  282-0046 

(34) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


GAYEU.OW  m 
PAGES  IAJ 


Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources,  bars, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 


All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico):  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men.  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  Slates, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Island’s, 
plus  nationwide  resources  including 
headquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses:  publications;  mail  order  companies 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women's  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 


->OU  1 HF  RN  Southern  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
A 2.  AR.  FL.  GA,  KS.  KY,  LA,  MS,  MO,  NM,  NC  ' 
OK.  PR,  SC,  TN,  TX,  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE,  DC.  ME,  MA.  NH,  OH, 
PA,  Rl,  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  6744)120 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
i  organizations  in  New  England  ! 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S.,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/VISA  Welcome 


Over  200  pagssof  contacts,  businesses  l 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Churles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 
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Vacations 


MERMAID  INN  FT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH 

Guest  rooms  efficiencies,  suites,  heated  pool, 
cable  TV.  725  N.  Birch  Rd.  Ft  Lauderdale  FL. 
33304  1- 800-749-DYKE  Gay  Men  Welcome 

(47) 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling 
fire.  With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain 
acres,  yummy  breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded, 
inexpensive  downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid¬ 
week  discounts.  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box 
118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978. 
Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from 
Provincetown  harbor,  free  continental  breakfast, 
parking,  most  rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR 
ROUND.  7  Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA 
02657.  (508)  487-0094.  TJ 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 


FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 
COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  call 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  In  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

LAYOUT  DATE:  5/9/91 
Books  not  bars:  Free  books  on 
nonviolence,  feminism,  social  change  and 
all  that  good  stuff  for  interested 
prisoners.  Write  for  a  catalogue:  Todd 
Peterson/New  Society  Publishers,  4527 
Springfield  Ave,  Phil,  PA  19143. 


Loving,  good-hearted,  interested  in 
dancing,  art,  computers.  Shy,  feminine, 
will  write  anybody  inside  or  out.  Very 
lonely!  Allan  Sheifft,  #509290,  Houghes 
Unit,  Rt.  2,  Box  4400,  Gatesville  TX 

76597 _ 

Gay  man  desperate  to  talk  with  someone 
who  understands  and  to  whom  I  can  talk 
openly.  Please  write:  William  Chaffant, 

D-95360,  Box  29,  Represa  CA95671 _ 

Dear  Oliver  Clark  in  TDC,  I  received 
your  letter  but  I  was  moved  from 
Chicago  to  a  prison  in  Dallas.  I  wrote  to 
the  jail  but  the  letter  was  returned 
stating  you  had  left.  I  loved  the  letter  and 
need  to  stay  in  touch!  Please  write  me 
and  include  some  address  that  will 
forward  my  letters  to  you.  My  new 
address:  James  Redmond,  #03277-045, 

Box  9000,  Seagoville,  TX  75159 _ 

19-year-old  dripping  wet,  bisexual,  would 
love  to  hear  from  all  open-minded 
persons.  I  want  to  share  myself  with  you. 
Write  T.P  Sunny  Barr,  #287436,  Box  520, 

WSP  4-B-23,  Walla  Walla  WA  99362 _ 

Artist,  into  poetry,  computers  and  chess 
will  answer  all  correspndence.  Write 
Lewis  Bullock,  #71817,  Unit  30-D, 

Parchman  MS  38738 _ 

Cold  time  so  hard/I  need  warmth  deep 
down/This  lonely  bard/Wears  a  weeping 
frown/I  need  a  friend/A  friend  and 
lover/Two  men  to  send/Love  to  each 
other.  Write  Charlie  Klapperich  7407900, 

2500  Westagate,  Pendleton  OR  97801 _ 

I  made  parole  at  the  end  of  November 
but  have  no  place  to  go.  Can  anyone  help 
me  find  a  place  to  stay  and  a  job?  Will 
respond  to  all  offers,  but  prefer  going  to 
New  Mexico,  Minnesota  or  Calif.  Thank 
you.  Paul  Kimberly  Decker,  185-353,  4D- 
20, 11781  SL  Rt,  762,  Orient  OH  43146_ 
Looking  for  a  relationship  like  beauty 
and  the  beast.  Pm  beauty,  looking  for  the 
beast  I  go  by  Baby  Girl  or  Tracy.  Write 
Thomas  White,  248166-0-53,  Apalachee 

Cl,  box  699W,  Sneads,  FL  32460 _ 

I  love  the  outdoors,  cooking,  am  now 
studying  law.  Love  to  meet  a  friend.  I  like 
a  little  S&  M,  but  not  the  real  hard  stuff. 
Troy  Lee  Webb,  6410072,  2500  Westgate, 

Pendleton,  OR  97801 _ 

Gay  male  looking  for  serious  relationship 
with  Mr.  Right.  I  love  cross-dressing, 
cooking,  traveling,  a  little  TLC.  Larry 
Beasley,  7036560,  2500  Westgate, 

Pendleton  OR  97801 _ 

Sincere,  shy  GM  will  write  anyone  who 
desires  a  lasting  friendship.  I  like  music, 
beach  quiet  evenings.  Race  unimportant 
Jim  Fitzgerald,  98743,  Blue  Grass  Unit 
309,  MAC,  St.  Mary,  KY  40063-9999. 

Can't  write  prisoners. _ 

GM,  loves  to  read  and  loves  the  outdoors, 
am  affectionate  and  warm.  Write  John 
S.  Craft,  900145,  Evergreen  H-10,  Box 

900,  Shelton  WA  98584 _ 

I’ve  been  in  prison  for  9  years,  with 
another  11  to  go.  am  looking  for  a  penpal 
of  any  sex.  Robert  RifTey,  C-66052,  Box 
4000,  5-223-L,  CMF  South,  Vacaville  CA 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<59 

Lonely  female  looking  to  correspond  with 
someone  and  to  be  a  friend  and  maybe 
more?  If  you're  the  one,  c’mon  and  write; 
I’m  a  doll.  Please  hurry.  Brenda  Riley, 
22322395,  1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville 

OH  43040 _ 

Quiet,  GBF  likes  the  outdoors,  music, 
crocheting,  macrame,  ceramics,  reading, 
sincere  friendships  only.  Gale  Richardson, 
27487  Latham  A  213-L,  Frontera  CA91720 


95696-4000 _ 

GM  into  camping,  outdoors,  looking  for 
friends,  can  write  other  prisoners.  No 
games.  John  D.  DeHaas,  7766282, 
Pendleton,  OR  97801 _ 


Body-builder  who  loves  sex  looking  for  a 
real  friend.  Will  answer  all  who  reply. 
Anthony  Fttaro,  B-049669,  Dorm  FS- 
41B,  Tomoka  Corn  Inst,  3950  Tiger  Bay 

Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL32124 _ 

I've  got  53  years  to  go  and  need  some 
penpals  to  write.  Please  send  a  letter  to 
Dale  R.  Diehl  187-928,  Box  120,  MCI, 

Lebanon,  OH  45036 _ 

BGM,  extrovert,  loving,  and  lonely. 
Seeking  to  correspond  with  anyone  of 
any  race.  Carlos  Newbern,  Box  515, 

N26214,  Joliet  IL  60432 _ 

NAMBLA  member  would  like  to  hear 
from  others  with  similar  interests.  Will 
answer  all.  Stanley  Murphy,  Box 
2769347,  3405  Deer  Park  Dr,  SE,  Salem 

OR  97310 _ 

Dear  Oliver  Clark,  send  full  address  to 
me  so  I  can  write  you  back.  Joe  Hopper, 

Box  78426,  Florence,  AZ  85232. _ 

GM,  ex-Vet,  in  for  a  long  stretch.  No 
head  games.  I  don't  want  stamps,  money, 
or  charity,  just  quality  penpals.  Radical, 
sincere,  profusive  writer.  Will  answer  all 
letters.  Charles  Jackson,  E-64  116902,  Box 

500,  Olustee  FL  32072 _ 

GM  would  like  to  meet  someone  that 
cares  and  understands  people.  I  am  a 
bookkeeper  and  into  photography.  Shaun 
Jordan,  BI-8942,  Box  200,  Camp  Hill,  PA 

17001. _ 

I  enjoy  surfing  and  love  to  have  a  good 
time.  I  really  hope  to  hear  from  someoby 
because  it  gets  real  lonely  with  nobody 
out  there  knowing  you're  alive.  Michael 
Brandon,  D58655,  Box  W-3B-3-37, 

Represa,  CA  95671 _ 

Country  boy  new  to  the  gay  scene 
interested  in  writing,  rodeos,  would  love 
to  exchange  letters  all  who  write.  JAMes 
Brewer,  480728,  Rt.  4,  Box  1200, 

Rosharon,  TX  77583 _ 

Half-Mexican,  half-white  man  into 
collecting  post  cards  from  around  the 
world,  looking  for  penpals.  Charles 
Vidal,  C-21241,  Box  8101  #1235,  San  Luis 

Obispo,  CA  93409 _ 

GM  needs  to  make  friends,  find  some 
roots,  someone  special  to  give  a  mea 
chance.  Getting  out  soon.  Affectionate 
and  sincere.  Write  HC  Marquez,  129921, 

Box  97,  McAlester,  OK  74502 _ 

GM  seeking  pehnpal  to  creat  a  friendship 
or  lover.  I  like  soft  rock,  poetry  ,  sports 
and  movies.  Write  JayZack  Joel  Reimer, 
937619,  5-Wing-H-18,  Box  520,  Walla 
Walla,  WA  99362 _ 


/  9  Sunday,  Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Deb  Margolin:  “Of  All  the  Nerve.”  A  founding  member  of 
Split  Britches.  Emerson  Studio  Theatre  69  Brimmer  St  8  p.m.Write  to  Next  Stage  64  Wyman  Si 
Tickets  $  1 0  advance  $12  at  door.  Tickets:  497-1 1 1 8.  Info:  524-0971. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos  encouraged! 
Please  specify  if  event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please  use  our  format 
as  a  guide  for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows;  we 
regret  that  we  can  not  print  every  submission.  No 
phone  calls,  please! 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the  617  area  code,  and 
non-major  cities  are  in  Massachusetts,  unless 
otherwise  noted 

1 1  Saturday 

Lincoln  ♦  Chi  Item  Mtn.  Qub  Lincoln  to  Harvard  Bike 
Ride  44  ml  ride  on  scenic  roads.  Info:  Patty  666- 1 305. 

Worcester  ♦  Worcester  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Rally. 
United  Congregational  Church.  For  more  information 
755-0005  or  757-9575 

Vermont  ♦  Chiltem  Mtn.  Club  Beginner's  Backpack 
on  the  Long  Trail.  9.8  mi.,  good  for  beginners.  Info: 
Mike  (603)  644-7658. 

Nashua,  NH  ♦  Workshop:  "Consumer’s  Guide  to 
Competent  and  Ethical  Counseling.”  Spons.  by  Gay 
Info  Line  of  N.H.  Time  and  info:  (603)  595-2650. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Goes  to  New  York 
Juke  Box.  Free  admission;  call  Barry  288- 1 847. 

Watertown  ♦  DOB  Women’s  Tennis.  All  abilities. 
Free.  Courts  behind  Arsenal  Mall,  Arsenal  St  9  a.m. 
628-1038. 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston  Mystery 
Ride  10:30  am  Info:  Sue  776-3916. 

Newburyport  ♦  Bird  Watching  at  Plum  Island  with 
North  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  Bring  a  duck  stamp  if  you 
have  one  Meet  2  p.m,  Sportsman’s  Lodge  on  road  to 
Plum  Is.  745-3848. 

Provincetown  ♦  P’town  Positive/PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to  6:30 
p.m.  St  Mary's  of  the  Harbor. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Singles  discuss  "Breaking  Up, 
Letting  Go,  Moving  On."  7  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb. 
Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  661-3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  Tret  Fure  in  Concert  Indigo/Nightstage 
823  Main  St  7:30  p.m.  $9.50  at  door,  via  Ticketmaster, 
or  at  93 1 -2000. 497-7200. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke  / 
drug  free  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P.,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  Band: 
Geese  in  the  Bog.  $6.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522- 
2216,  Phil  729-9206,  or  Scott  536-2014. 

1 2  Sunday 

Cambridge  ♦  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  “The  Role 
of  the  Police  in  a  Democratic  Society."  I  to  5  p.m. 
Phillips  Brooks  House  Harvard  Yard.  Info:  David  547- 
1986  or  Craig  321-4382 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Annual  Mothers  Day  Gathering  for 
Lesbian  Mothers  and  Children.  Arnold  Arboretum, 
Jamaica  way.  I  p.m.  Info:  Gndy  267-0900  x209. 
Cambridge  ♦  Louise  Rafkin,  ed.  of  “Different  Mothers: 
Sons  &  Daughters  of  Lesbians  Talk  About  Their  Lives.’’ 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St  876-5310. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue  “Lesbian  Safe  Sex”  Jenifer 
Firestone  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Braintree  ♦  GLASS:  G/L  Alliance  of  South  Shore. 
Second  Sunday  each  month  at  Unitarian  Church  6-8 
p.m.  Info:  Brett  471-7939  or  Lisa  335-6085. 

1 3  Monday 

Brighton  ♦  Save  OUR  Children:  Queer  Nation’s  high 
school  outreach  and  B/L/G  visibility  squads.  Brighton 
H.S.,  25  Warren  St  7: 1 5  a.m.  Info:  Patrick  876- 1 257  or 
Sarah  782-8913. 

Boston  ♦  CMV  Support  Group.  4:30  p.m.  Boston 
Uving  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St  236-0201. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “Charades.”  Women's  Ctr., 
46  Pleasant  St  8  to  10  p.m.  354-8807. 

14  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays. 
Second  Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House 
566  Columbus  Ave  (Mass.  Ave  &  Columbus).  6:30 
p.m.  Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single  women 
interested  or  involved  in  alternative  in  semination  Info: 
Jenifer  Firestone  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  "Battering  in  the 
Lesbian  Community.”  Women’s  Ctr.,  46  Pleasant  St  7 
to  8:30  p-m.  354-8807. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays. 
Second  Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or 
(508)562-5807. 

1 5  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Downtown  Lesbians  Brown  Bag  Lunch. 
1230  p.m.  Third  Wednesday  each  month.  Info:  Julie 
725-3562 


Boston  ♦  NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  7  p.m. 
NOW.  971  Comm.  Ave  782-1056. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Rd  7p.m.  Info:  (508)755-0005. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

1 6  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  "Beyond  AIDS  101,”  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Third  Thursday  each  month  AAC  Rm.  401, 
131  Garendon  St.  Info:  437-6200  *264. 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  other  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm.  202K.  338 
Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  David  828-3039. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

Northampton  6  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  22  Main  St  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

1 7  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  DOB  Provincetown  Rendezvous 
Weekend.  Info:  Steph  625-9551. 

Chesterfield  ♦  Chiltern  Mtn.  Club  Annual  Spring 
Jamboree.  Many  activities  with  camping  and  potluck 
dinner.  Indian  Hollow  Group  Campsite  Info-line  859- 
2843. 

Worcester  ♦  Lavender  Lunch  for  Downtown 
Worcester  G/L/B.  Third  Friday  each  month.  Thai 
Orchid,  144  Commercial  St  I  p.m. 

Stoughton  ♦  SE  Mass.  Unitarian  Univ  G/L/Etc  Potluck: 
Design  and  make  SMUUGLe  banner  for  “Walk  for 
Life”  and  Gay  Pride  march.  6  p.m.  Directions:  344- 
7030,  344-3073. 

Boston  ♦  Opening  Reception  for  Joie  d’Art  1991,  an 
art  reception  for  the  L/G  community,  to  run  5/17 
through  5/19.  The  L/G  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury. 
Live  entertainment  and  film  /  video.  $5.  247-2927  or 
262-7760. 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Services.  8  p.m. 
Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St  Bring  something 
sweet  /  dairy  /  veggie  for  oneg.  926-2536. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/G  and  Friends. 
8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Church  of  J.P.,  Centre  and 
Eliot  Streets.  Beginner's  cha  cha  lesson  at  8  p.m. 
Smoke  free.  $5.  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

1 8  Saturday 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Spaghetti  Fundraiser 
for  Pride  Day.  Info:  Barry  288-1847  or  Hotline  825- 
3737. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Once  Upon  Our  Time”:  Multicultural 
Story  Hour  for  Children  (3-8)  of  G/L  Parents  and 
Friends.  Third  Saturday  each  month.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St,  Inman  St  10  to  1 1:15 
a.m.  Limited  space.  Sign  up:  Marian  or  Jenifer  267- 
0900. 

Danvers  ♦  North  Shore  G/L  Alliance  Conf.  on 
Women's  Issues.  I  to  5  p.m.  N.  Shore  Unitarian  Univ. 
Church.  323  Locust  St  (Rte.  35).  745-3848. 

Haverhill  ♦  Sensual  Spiritual  Lesbian  Poetry.  Bring  40 
copies  of  your  lesbian  art/poetry  to  make  take-home 
book.  Wear  no  perfumes  or  other  scented  products. 
Womyn  only.  I  p.m.  Radzukina's,  714  N.  Broadway. 
521-1333. 

Boston  ♦  Prime  Timers:  "Cruises  and  Gay  Resort 
Vacations."  Older  gay  men.  2  to  4  p.m.  Lindemann 
Health  Ctr,  25  Stanford  St 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Singles  Meet  7  p.m.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  Fun  and  Games.  Smoke  and  alcohol- 
free.  338  Newbury  St  7  to  10  p.m.  Third  Saturday 
each  month.  $2  donation. 

Cambridge  ♦  Ars  Nova,  a  chorus  for  L/G  and  friends 
performs  music  of  Bach,  Brahms,  Thompson  and 
others.  Debut  performance.  8  p.m.  Paine  Hall,  Harvard 
U.  Tickets  $10  and  $15  at  Glad  Day  Books,  Arborway 
Video  and  Sound,  and  door.  338-1355. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  L/G  Contra/Square  Dancing. 
Smoke/drug  free  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30 
p.m.  First  Church  of  J.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts. 
Band:  $6.  $5.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522-2216,  Phil 
729-9206.  or  Scott  536-2014. 

1 9  Sunday 

Hingham  ♦  Am  Tikva  Takes  a  Nature  Walk  at  Workf  s 
End.  Meet  I  pm  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St, 
Brookline,  or  2  p.m.  World’s  End.  Bring  bag  lunch. 
926-2536. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Writers'  Group.  I  to  3  p.m. 
DOB.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  ♦  Becky  Birtha,  an  African-American 
lesbian  feminist  reads  from  ‘The  Forbidden  Poems.” 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St  876-5310. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes  Dialogue:  “Relationships  and 


Contracts.”  4  p.m.  L/G  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

SE  Mass  ♦  SMUUGLe  S.E.  Mass  Unitarian  Universalist 
G/L/etc.  Third  Sunday  each  month  in  various  south-of- 
Boston  locations.  344-7030. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Deb  Margolin:  “Of  All  the  Nerve."  A 
founding  member  of  Split  Britches.  Emerson  Studio 
Theatre.  69  Brimmer  St  8  p.m.Write  to  Next  Stage, 
64  Wyman  St.  Tickets  $10  advance,  $12  at  door. 
Tickets:  497-1 1 18.  Info:  524-0971. 

20  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St.  7  to 
8:30  p.m.  354-8807. 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  First  and  third  Mondays  each  month. 
Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St  7  p.m.  Info:  Thom 
(603)632-4145. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Oppression  and  Liberation,”  a 
presentation  and  discussion  on  liberation  theology  and 
its  relevance  to  L/G  liberatioa  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  864-8068. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  /  Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro.  7:30 
p.m,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info:  577- 
8123. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  “Bisexuality."  Women’s 
Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  8  to  10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  20  and  Under  Meet.  8  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

21  Tuesday 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group.  People 

22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third  Tuesdays  each 
month.  Civic  League  Bldg,  214  Concord  St  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA 
01701. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  "Sing  Along  (bring 
songs).”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7  to  8:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap:  “Butch  /  Femme 
Roles.”  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  7:30  to  9:30 
p.m.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Coming-Out  Stories  and 
Panelists.  8  p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave  $1,661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  Gay  Pride 
Discussion:  Don't  Let  the  Parade  Pass  You  By.  8  to  10 
p.m.  Undemann  Ctr,  25  Stanford  St  742-7897. 

22  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

23  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Kundalini  Yoga, 
The  Ancient  Science  of  Immune  Regeneration.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Boston  Living  Ctr,  YWCA  7th  fir,  140 
Clarendoa  267-0900  x287. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night.  7  to  9:30 
p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 

24  Friday 

NE  Vermont  ♦  Chiltem  Mtn.  Club  Biking.  Info:  Lisa 
625-2689. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series:  “My  Beautiful 
Laundrette.”  7  p.m.  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury. 
247-2927. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  12:15p.m. 
at  MHC  Wed  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282-00 1 3. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St  1 1  am- 1 2:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6  p.m.  338  Newbury  St.  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone’s  Harvest  761 
Centre  St  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 


workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities  10:15  at  Boston 
City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly  novice 
and  club  scrimmages  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info:  Erik  423- 
0929  or  Jeff  876-76 1 2. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass  Arlington 
St  Church,  351  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov’t 
Gr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/G.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWAs  and 
Friends  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC  131  Garendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O’Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (40 1 )  46 1  -4 1 9 1 . 

Boston  ♦  Beantown  Women's  Rugby  Club.  Practice 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.  until  June. 
Info:  Sue  776- 1 649  or  Laurie  623-234 1 . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle/Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  illness.  Pos.  C&S  8  to 
9  p.m,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project  19  Pleasant 
St  (508)  283-0101. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
their  Significant  Others.  Qosed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 
Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  (508) 
755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA, 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice  326- 
1600  x350. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Somerville  ♦  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Pgm.  People  w / 
and  concerned  w /  AIDS.  Family  style.  Reservations  req. 
6:15.  Col  Ave.  Un.  Methodist  Church,  14  Chapel  St 
$1,666-4130. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  (508)487- 
3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  266- 1 1 29. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  426-4469. 


Hindsights 


In  "The  History  of  Fag  Rag,  (part  I),” 
(GCN,  Feb  18-24,  1991),  Fag  Rag  collective 
member  Charley  Shively  examined  the  early 
coming  together  of  an  enthusiastic  group  of 
fags  to  publish  the  gay  liberation  publication 
Fag  Rag.  It  was  one  of  a  whole  network  of 
publications  offering  "a  brisk  brew  of  sexual 
liberation,  anarchism,  hippie  love,  drugs, 
peace,  maoism,  marxism,  rock  and  roll,  folk 
song,  cultural  separatist,  feminist,  effeminist, 
tofulbrown  rice,  communal  living,  urban 
junkie,  rural  purist,  nudist,  leather,  high 
camp  drag,  poetry,  essays,  pictures,  and 
much  more." 

In  "The  History  of  Fag  Rag  ( part  2)," 
(GCN,  March  4-10,  1991),  Shively  explored 
the  political  and  technological  developments 
that  helped  shape  Fag  Rag  as  well  as  the  Fag 
Rag  Collective's  occasionally  friction  filled 
encounters  with  the  Gay  Community  News 
Collective. 

By  Charley  Shively 

ex  radical,  national  (if  not 
international),  male,  revolutionary, 
literary  and  irregular.  Fag  Rag  still 
managed  to  enter  the  market  economy  and 
find  a  niche  in  that  market.  But  we  never 
faltered  in  trying  to  find  voice  for  faggots  and 
their  culture.  By  contrast,  OUTLOOK, 
published  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  promised  in  its 
prospectus,  “Something  attractive  and 
engaging  enough  that  I  could  even  hand  it  to 
a  politician — or  my  mother — and  say,  ‘Here, 
this  is  what  gay  people  are  thinking  about 
these  days.’”  Thus  the  family  and  state 
become  hidden  censors;  only  god  (the  third 
part  of  the  fascist  trinity)  is  not  mentioned. 

Among  gay  publications,  respectability 
means  money  and  acceptance;  but  at  Fag 
Rag  we  feel  that  most  faggots  bypass  such 
sanitized  writings  as  they  look  for 
“something  a  little  more  meaty.”  A  copy  of 
Fag  Rag  #9  was  placed  in  the  Grolier 
Bookstore  (a  store  devoted  entirely  to 
poetry);  a  priest  picked  it  up  and  dropped  it 
in  shock  when  he  opened  it  to  Roger  Steams’ 
drawing  of  a  bathhouse  orgy. 

Fag  Rag  has  never  tried  to  placate  our 
enemies  nor  to  soft-pedal  our  sexuality.  In 
1973,  I  drove  some  cast  members  to  the 
University  of  New  Hampshire  where  they 
were  presenting  Jonathan  Ned  Katz’s  play. 
Come  Out!  In  return  they  said  I  could  sell 
copies  of  Fag  Rag,  but  an  official  of  the 
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From  Fog  Rag  #40 

university  intervened,  so  I  said  I’d  just  give 
copies  away.  When  he  denied  that,  I  said 
“Let’s  just  pass  them  out  as  program  notes,” 
(since  the  issue  contained  a  review  of  the 
play).  Police  spies  at  the  performance  rushed 
copies  of  the  paper  to  the  Manchester  Union 
Leader  newspaper,  as  well  as  Gov.  Meldrin 
Thompson,  and  Warren  Rudman,  then  the 
state’s  attorney  general.  Mitzel’s  witty  article, 
“How  to  Proselytize,”  caught  their  fancy.  The 
governor  demanded  an  immediate  probe  of 
Fag  Rag,  which  he  called  “One  of  the  most 


loathsome  publications  in  the  English 
language.”  (Presumably  he  considered  all 
publications  not  in  English  as  loathsome.) 
The  Union  Leader  called  for  the  immediate 
expulsion  of  all  homosexuals  at  the 
university,  and  in  an  editorial,  William  Loeb 
suggested  that  god  might  destroy  Durham, 
N.H.,  as  he  had  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  Fag 
Rag  was  labeled  “unspeakably  filthy,”  and 
the  “most  rotten,  filthiest,  degrading  piece  of 
literature”  they’d  ever  seen. 

The  literary/movement  dialectic  in  Fag 


Rag  played  itself  out  most  pointedly  in  grant 
applications.  After  the  barbarian  invasion  of 
the  ’80s,  few  remember  the  days  of  the  early 
’70s  when  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  (NEA)  began  dribbling  funds  into 
African-American,  women’s  and  gay 
publishing.  But  to  apply  for  a  grant  from  the 
federal  government  violates  fundamental 
anarchist  principles.  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti  of 
City  Lights  Books  denounced  the  NEA 
money  as  contaminated  and  contaminating. 
The  money  could  be  seen  as  a  bribe  to  buy 
out  militancy  and  divert  revolutionary 
energies  into  safer  “literary”  projects;  the  arts 
could  be  kept  on  a  leash.  Once  publications 
were  dependent  on  the  fed’s  trough,  they 
could  be  brought  to  heel  by  leash  tightening 
when  the  rebels  began  to  get  out  of  control. 

Those  opting  for  grants  argued  that  the 
excluded  should  demand  what  was  rightfully 
their  own  and  that,  while  the  government 
money  was  contaminated,  so  were  all  money 
transactions.  Thus  City  Lights  Books  might 
not  take  grants  but  did  charge  for  the  books 
and  magazines  that  they  published.  In  their 
dealings  with  Fag  Rag,  the  bookstore  acted 
like  most  other  straight  bookstores: 
suspicious  of  gay  publications,  slow  to  pay 
and  reluctant  to  display. 

Those  seeking  grant  support  found  no  easy 
welcome  in  the  NEA.  First  Fag  Rag 
approached  the  money  trough  through  its 
subsidiary  Coordinating  Council  of  Literary 
Magazines,  (CCLM)  which  itself  was  a 
somewhat  defanged  organization,  less  radical 
than  the  Committee  of  Small  Magazine 
Editors  and  Publishers  (COSMEP)  and  thus 
funded  by  the  NEA.  In  a  1974  letter  to 
COSMEP,  William  Phillips,  founder  of  the 
anti-communist  Partisan  Review  and  then 
chairman  of  CCLM,  claimed  that  CCLM’s 
“aim  is  to  respect  and  reward  quality.” 
“Quality”  was  then  and  has  remained  a  term 
to  describe  straight,  white,  middle-class 
literature:  “quality”  that  excludes  the  African, 
Asian,  Native  American,  Women’s  or  gay 
voices.  CCLM  nonetheless  played  a 
mediating  role  between  the  NEA  and 
foundations,  which  (in  Phillips’  words),  “are 
afraid  of  the  radical,  experimental  nature  of 
magazines  and  ‘dirty’  things  in  than.” 

In  1972,  Fag  Rag  applied  to  the  CCLM 
and  they  threw  our  application  away  (or 
claimed  never  to  have  received  it).  In  1973, 
we  tried  again,  and  were  turned  down.  We 
Continued  on  page  II 


